
matrix
£1.25

The News Magazine of the
British Science Fiction Association

Issue 124
March / April 1997

brian stableford
on chimeras

butler on butler

claire brialey on (SlJffi~

~ffi~=========

gary dalkin on

W~If~#?V~&:rWP
special offers on sf magazines

Home S~o~ping ,,Inlervenlion Prize Crossword, ,Balman ,,BSFA News, ,BooKs, ,lellers



Chrls Terran (::: Editor
9 Beechwood Court ~lI\Cl'Id!edleXl,

Back Beechwood Grove lr!WOtIt. and
Leeds,UK ~

LS4 2HS

John AshbrookI(::: Media

ILM (::: Photography

Stephen Manderson (::: Artwork (page 8)
(Please contact Matrix)

lan Brooks (::: logo
Chrl, Terran (::: DeSign IProduction

Friday 25 April 1997 (::: Next Deadline

News f- 03 -i the happening world

Recent And Forthcoming Books Eo- 06 -i words words ,'lords

The View From The Shop Floor Eo- 09 -i the gospel according
10 waterstone's

Mailbox +- 10 -i letters

Competition Extra: Eo- 13 -i pit those wits
Intervention Prize Crossword

,,,,,~R E- 14 -i gary dalkln reviews
[;Vt?~~~~rvv, timburton'slalest

AWizard Of Earthsea Eo- 15 -1 ellen cheshire reviews

I
the radio dramatisation

~me Snapping r 116 -i wheelers and dealers
- si by mail-order

ChImeras And Their CradleS Eo- 18 -i brlan stablelord on the
inspiralion behind his

I 'genesys' trilogy

Oarkness Visible f- 19 -1 peter di1lon-parker on
frank miller's vision 01
Batman

.l'rAA. f- 20 -1 clalre brlaley looks al

WAas ~,=s:wfi~itionofthe

Zinery f- 21 -1 small press round-up

Events Diary f- 22 -1 con fusion

Power And Possession f-/23 -i octavia butler profiled
by andrew m. butler

Members' Noticeboard f- 23 -i going cheep

Skull Crackers f- 24 -i roger roblnson

Big BUll Eo- 24 -i aleph goes too lar

nts
issue 124
mar/apr 1997

May the first be with yOU ..

British Scien e Fiction Association

BSFA Me.m.rsllip Q" (XlSl$£t8,*rwlorU~resldents.[17&tandngcnlel.
Uhtlllll!Tlbtfs.hip[180.Ovtrstasraln:E\IfOP4I£23,50
eIsewhel".£23.50Sll1acl1mai.£X1~.

~PIPl*IOBSFALId

Mnon-USlI*llblnhpqJlrift, "' Paul Billl,..- «NOTEAOORESSCHANGE»
_a15.ldI:tIud\¥lgl$,""01LongRoooQose.EYWdl:rl.~.

IIIIn'IbIrI Norf\.afU.NHII38E
r:[) Ol3273111&61

US Ao- .:. ~l=ftmrpml.n.t

MUS~ 0 1"'48W~ICISheI.DelroI.M1.u13.USA

$lSulace·Sol5M".pIIYilblllO
CyChalMnIBSFA}

BSFAAo.n...5lril101 Q" NilufllflKlnceldSpellIf
o 6OBoumemOUlhRo.lId.FoII'SIOI'IIKIf'I.CTl95"zro 01303252939* ak.JlktclX.C'Capul,nk.co.uk

BSFA Tr'i1SU'1I" Q" E~ublth BJIlinger « NOT! ADDFlfSS CHANGE»
o 1 LongRoooClosoe,EYWdl:rl.DiIY«llry.

NorIhiInU•.HHII38E
fl) 013273111661* blil'll9"ftnterprue.llIt

Ort-. Q" c.ol ......~
1ht9SFA'$W!Ulg~ 0 A.lIl3.1~IPnnr:esA-.eruI.""'HUS:lOI.

fl) 0144249015* Iktilphor'.nterpru•• net

BSFAA..ard6 Q" PlulKlnClkl
o 6OBournem<ll.l1hRoad.FoIkI1l0l'll.KIf'I.CT19S"z
CO 01303252939* ~k'Jlk,dx.ec»puhnk.eo.uk

VIdor "' TOIl~ClIllen
Cnbalanctr......~ 0 16WN*',W.yCamdlnTown.l.ondIon.NW10JU:

(() 01113$7lJQ4* 9 lteh..yl•. nn.t.eo.uk
F..lUfll ..... Andr ButlI<

W Ri1113211l_SlrIlt.IU.14J31lY
r:[) 014B22291r.B* i1.I.bIItler"n9hs~.hull.le.uk

Q"~DiIIkln

(0'; SL)'ltordRoid8ol¥nllnout!l.DorSlI.BrlII8SNro 0120251'96~

R_sQ"P.uIKlnukl
s60~hRoad,F~keslO1'11,KII'll,CTl95AZ.

(() 01303252939* ak.Jlk,eu.eOllpuilnk.eo.uk

Focus", ClrolAnnCrttn
For.sponngWf1lf1; ~ A1I3.141PnncesAverLII.HuI.HlJS3Ol

CO 0142491045* ~tiIphorftnterpnse.Mt
Q"JuIIV_
o 42Wll9... SlrHl..NewlMldA_ ..... HU521T

LanaonUleWlgl$IiJ' PaulHood
(() 0162111&«0

~PromollonI ... Cl... BfIIlty&NarkPluIl'llMf
I'ullIocato:1sMa!lIgII"Q" SIIftJetlef)'

Brltl'h SeI,ne,Fletlon Assocl.lIon Lld

Reglslef&dIn Englan ¥iIt&dby Guafilntee C.ompanyNo921SOO.
ReglsteredAddfes$ 60 "r th ROle Folkestone. Kent. CT195Al

Prlrlled bv POC Co t. 11 Jellr," Pa$5ilgEl. Gu'IdlOfd. GUl 4AP
Cop~nght\CIBSFA1997

Indvldualcop)flgh arelheprape<lyCltlhea"lhorsandeditor
V_e.presedarenoll'l&C8'$$ilrilythoseOlIhe8SfA.

ISSN03073335



Tun Goes To Jub?
Ten years after their last move the monthly London
Clrde meetmgs are looking for a Ilew location, Foll
owing growing dissatisfaction With the Wellinglon
pub berauSf of crowdmg and noiSf (and the numocr
ofnon-fans),variousregularatlend~havebcen

scoutingoutoth..rpossiblelocations,lnjanuary
about fifteen people.mduding BSFA stalwarts Paul
Kincaid, Maurcen Kincald Speller, Mark P1umml'r,
Tanya Brown, Tony Cullen, Roger Robinson and
Claire Bn,lley, ISSUed a circular suggcsrmg the nearby
jubilee as an alternallve, which also hosts the monthly
BSFA mE'\'lings On 6 February many duly turned up
there, ,1nd mlllal reactions were positive. The
landlord, Kevln, was welcoming and is prepared to
hire extra staff and open the upstairs room should
demand warrantil. As the london meetings are nol
organlsNmanyformalsense,thefinaldemionrcsts
with London's lannish commuruty: vote early, and
voteoften l

-When and Where: Meetings happen On the first
Thursday of the month,Take lhe northwest exil from
Waterloo Station (marked 'Exit 6 to Sollth Bank',by
POLICE sign, far right as you lace the destination
boards) which leads to a walkway over York Rd.;
don't cross but descend to pavemenl level and turn
left

Dr Maurice Goldsmilh died on Saturday 1March after
a long illnl'SS, Dr Goldsmith had a long car~r 1Il

SClCl1ce, pllblishinga number of books on the subject
and founding and running the Intemational5cience
Pohcy Foundation, abcxly which lobbied fora more
senous awareness ofsoence in publicaffairs.ln 19&4,
Dr Goldsmith approached Arthur C. Clarke with the
idea 01 foundmg a science fiction magazine in his
name, but when Clarke turned this notion down the
Idea for the Arthur C. Clarke Award was born
Wor~ing With the Science Fiction Foundahonand the
BSFA, Or Goldsmith was mSlrumentalm establishing
th~ Award, However, the lSPF was rarely able to
pWI'lde the reqUISIte two judgrs every year, so Dr
Goldsmith almost mvanably (olmd himself on the
pand of]udges and has served m that capaoty seVl"n
limes, more than anyone else in the history of the
Award. HIS wifesuflered a stroke dunng 1996, and his
hnal year was spent in looking after her,

-PauIKim:lliJ

Clarke Award Founder Dies

MikeTaylor • PaulGorland • MeredilhMacardle

The 1996 BSFA Membership Survey

Congratulations!
I'd also like to thank those wllo o1lered to contrit:oJte something to the magazines; delails of potential
contributors have been passed on to the editors, andpolential reviewers to Paul Kincaid and John
Ashbrookasrelevant.
We're now ffi)oong 10 get all the data ana~sed and are aiming to report back in detail soon in Matrix,
Watch for aspace abitlargerlhanthisone. ,

---Interim Report And Token Winners---
We've had an exceRent response to the Membershtp Survey sent out with the December mailing,
tlKlugh unfortunately tfs somewhat smaller than last time. Altogether we received 175 completed
torms, for whictl many thanks to all who replied. The three £15 book token winners, drawn by Paul
Kincaid, were:

STOP PRESS: On 12:'1archit ...as.nnounced
that Terry htion, creator of theCalels

andBJake'sSeven,h.ddied,Pull
obltuarynextlssue,

The ,horth,1 for thl.' Arthur C Clarke ,\ward for the Ix..! SCll'llCt' ilChon novel pubhshl'llm the UK In 19% 1S
as follows

SlephenBaxterV¥gr(Voyager.£15.99hb}
Baxler's allemahv(' history olthe US spare program, lI\ which a voyage to Mars takes place in 1986
His ThtTimr Sllips was al1rOa norninre last year

Amilav Ghosh TIlr Calcutta ChrrmflSOmr (pIcador, [16,99 hb)
Subllllcd "A Novel of Fevers, Dellflum and Discovery", Ghosh was born In india in 1956. and now
Jives l!l New York HIS previous novels include TIlr Ci,cI, ,'I Rffll,'II. TI,e SJuld"W 1.1IIl'5 and hI ~,!

AlrlJqllfLa,/J

jack McDeviltT1leElltlrlrl'4G.M (Voyager. £S99 pb)
Athoughtlulmterstellar whatdunit from the author of Th, Hrrcu/iS TtJI and ATa/nit for Wal,

Kim Slanley Robinson Blur MalS (Voyager. £15.99 hb)
L J. Hurst T('viewed Blill' Mars in VtI-t,>r 189, whICh also featured an interview wIth Robmson and
varIOus arhdl'S un his wor~. Rt'd MMS was a 1993 nomml'\'

Sheri 5, Tepper Gi~I><",'s [Hr/illl' alld fall (Vuvager, E15 Q(j hb)

N,Lee Wood 1,~1/,iIlS ~Ir 11,1' Ma!rdi (Gollanc2 \ I)ta, £5.;.0 pbl
Woc.:I's flr:;t novel. an sf thriller St't 111 a hcTlonal Middle East (ountrv, She IS mam,,,i to Norman
Spmrad and 111'l'Sln Paris

The WllU1f.'1' wl1l be JnnOuncl'd at the Science MUSfum In London on 28 May, and Will re-::elve a cheque lor
£\,00:1 and an l'llgraved bookend, There are Sl~ judgl'S for the award, two each from the BSFA, the Scienre
Fidon Foundation and the [ntemahonal Science Policy Foundation, This year's were: Or Andrew M. Butler
and Steve jdfery (represenhng the BSFA); Gwyneth jooes and [an Watson (represenhng the SFF); and Lord
Mark BITWood (sole representative of the 15PF, following the death of hiS colleague Dr Maurl({~ Goldsmith)

rHIllP K, DICK AWARD SHORTLlST
The Dick Award is presented annually for "distinguished
scienceflchOnpubllshed III paperbackongln,11form In the
United Statrs", II1 memory 01 Phlllp K D!c\.., much of
whosewor~ appeared Ul thIS way, It IS sponsored by the
Philadelphia Saence FICtion 5ooet)' and the award
ceremony - which will be held on 28 March at Norwescon
20 in Washmgton-Issponsored by the Northl'h-stScience
Fiction Society. Th.. Judgrs thIS yl'ar are T, jac\..son KUlg
(chair), Kathleen Ann Goonan, Dalurl Marcus, Joseph
Mllim,and Andrew Weiner,

ThenomlllClc'Sare

WiIliam Barton n" Tro,ISlIIltrat"", "I S.'~ls (Wamer
Aspect)
SlephcnButerTh~TIIIII'Shil's{HarperPnsm)

Michael Bishop AI Jhl' CII~ l.rnllts ,'f Fatl' (Edgewood
P~)

GeorgeFoynr5hift{BantamSpectra)
Sarah Zettel R",lanUltiOIl (Warner Aspoxt)

NEBULA SHORTllSTS
Novels: Nicola Griffith 51<111' Ri,,,,r (Del Rey. Aug 95). Nina Kiriki Hoffman Tilt Silnlt SlmlgJh of SJOII($
(AvoNova, Sep 1<5); Pahicia McKillip Willl", R,'S<' (Ace, jul %), rim Powers ErplraliOl1 O<ltr (Tor, Jan 96;
HarperColhns, 95); Robert j_ Sawyer 51arl'IfX (AIUllog, jul 96 - Dct 116; Ace, Oct 96); Neal Stephenson TIlt
DUlnlol1JAgl' (Bantam, Feb95)
Novel/IS: Jack Dann "Da Vino Rlslnf (Asinlm's, May 95), U~ula K. Le Guin"A Woman's Liberation"
(AsimOl's, jlll 95): George R, R, Martin "Blood of the Dragon" (Aslnlm's, Jul 96); jack McDevitl "Time
Tra~ellers Nl'vl'r Die"' (Asim"t"s, May %); Maureen F. McHugh"The Cost to oc Wise" (Slar/ighJ l. Sep 96);
Alien Steele "Thl' Death of Captain Future" (Asim,"'s, Qct 95)
Novelettes:john M, Ford "Erase/Record/l'lay" (SI,,,ir,:iht J, Sep 96); George Guthridge "Mirror of Lop Nor'
(lnl/ll<lrtal U"I«(l"l, Beagle & Berliner eds, HarperPnsm, Dct 95), raulLe~inson "The Chronolog.v ProtectIOn
Case" (A'III/"S' Sep 1<5); Bruce Holland Rogers "l1feboat on a Burning Sea" (F&5F, Oo.:t/Nov 95); Harry
Turtledove "Must and Shall" (Aslnl<l(.'s, Nov 1<5), Robert Charles Wilson "The Perseld>" (R...,Inl> "f Fallt~;~,

Dcc 95); Dave Wol\'erton "Afler ~ Lean Winter" (F&SF, ,\1ar 9b. War of Jh,' W,'I!d;: Gr.>bal D,5/ltlld,t'S, Bantam
1'.1Jy%)
Short Story: Kent Brewster "In the Pound, Near Brea\..tlme" (T"n1,'mlW SF. Oct 95); Esther M, Friesner "A
Birthday'" (F&5F, Aug 'IS); Kathleen Ann Goonan "The Stnng" (F&5F, Jun 95); jonathan Lcthem "FIVl'
Fuc\..s" (Thl' Wall of tht Sky, Ille W~II "f 011' Eye, Oct %); Bruce Holland Rogers "These ShOl"i Strangers Have
D!ed Of" (Er!dulIItt'd F'"I'SJs, DAW, Dcc95); Dean Wesley Smilh "In the Shade of the Slowboat Man" (F&5F,
Jan96)
• The wmners will be announced on 19 April.

-news------------·-------
Clarke, Nebula, Dick Shortlists

- Claire Bria/er, Pu~icity &Promotions
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BSFA Awards Presented ~~~sKincaid

BSFA Mailings
As you will have seen from the mailshot in February, the last mailing had a few
problems. What appears to have happened is that a proportion of the labels senllo
our mailing company wenl missing after they arrived, and from your responses 10
our letter we deduced that those who didn't get mailings had names beginning with
the late Gs 10 the early Ms. Sleps have been laken to ensure this doesn't happen
again.

If you were affected, please accept our humble apologies. If you sWI haven't
received the last mailing, pjease contact Paul BiIIlnger (by leller, fax, phone or
email - see page 2 for the addresses) and we'll get one off to you.

CRAStl U-HDtNG? Dnid Cronenbergs film at J. G. BalIaflfs
Cash-I~"MalnJl23-twtladll$l,I(relNwdela)'tG

.......~angNlyschel1ledlObe$llQlM'Jon])JIruty.bI.c
~O*:I$mltomWesl!lllSU'l"Cwd-.,.,.,rt!usedIO..,llle

.lObt5hownWl!l'll:O~CUI5-.-.dQlls",",Pnamert

kl'IhOlllSOft7JlllJamesFermanlOeIlIlerresqlOl bin"'.
nreIy hlveFdbW.lIl'j'posstiel!lNselKd a1IeaSlApi W!Iil
tIoishlppel'ledl'lllfllan~~~I$1hal1helihhlS

a.doenIybecomeaJll..... onrn~peooIe$pobeiIltlt$sboIrCi$-
....'!er lWOClUS hag iIIeged ~l h hl"l OlNCfll!O ltlI Obscene

PlblabOt\S~_awlOUsd1arge_FI!rJ"lat1WldM9t.QtchlNl

ODl'lSlAt.1llOrl'WIlh~lspeoabS1Swereundetw.yatlllhe ..as
eJ.P«lln9repotlstrOOlaso/lo1Ol abam$ler al'ld a tOlerwc
psychoIOQI$lverysoon HealsonoledltlatlheUK was now one dlhe
lewCOU1tntsIl'lIheW'Ol1dwtw<:nnadoolstlownlhefilm,and~

ml'lOl CU!s had been ma6e elsewhere. STOP PRESSCruh
granted 18cullfH:ate, uncut, on 19 March
MONSTE~ STAIoIPS lalerthis year lhe Royal MalIwi~bei~a
set 01 slamps d&plcltlg tamous mOfJSlers, to be &awn by sf ar1i$l Ian
PoIloet,FeaturellwillbeltleHoundoltheBa$keMtJes,DriOJlaand
Or Ffil'teo$lewl'S crubOn -the neare$llhey're 9'lWl!110

~:~~~~~~=ry:':S~W18Hlehawa
llfWadODonlOlhetamty-<:onI'o"BealeWllWnswasbomon27Jart
·FMIlGum.dtCesareandSltftDavilwetemllTJldllY_
on 18 Jan. .~ to-edtor Abm Seon and Si...... Cain
~1Ile~otMan¥neSUW1c..on 14Jat1.·f«;us
CIHICilorC.oIAnnGretnandSleve~ryatll9flb'lg~on24
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d .... teelifCU!dl0Mily
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PJ!lWOl'ksEidl~~c:amesWllh.,slrM."'frsl
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brDidc.il$l Iar 1:299 Cl' £499, bu1 I1ltI't' modem _ ilIr beollg
c:onSlCirre<lCcn!rhJlCl'sIllClldeJollnClutr,D.veLanglon:land
BriM~on:I

WlfIEO Am) EWOTlONAt The Bnnsh eOlJon ollhe tectr'iOCUturr
magame WinldhU IoIded, and'" t.WdllSSlle fIIIlle!he liISl
~ed COI'Ib'b:llots ndude lain U, Banks. W~ti.m GiblOl'l
tteal Slephrnson, Bruoe Strc1i11g. SueThomas andChrls Priest
ON TItE ROAD AGAIN 5.o]oogs and IJPPHfirteeS Ai.
F«bdOen Plalltl. 71 New Odo«l Stret!\, LMcbl: Sat 12~ \.2pm
John Clult & John Grant ~1J1 The Fanlasy Encyclopedia. and
MlctUttl $cOli Rohan SI!l'1S /./aXle'S Demoo; Sat 2E Af)l1·2pm
Sttph~B'lltlsJ'1lscopesolVaeuumDlagrams

A!.Arlctome<lil, 2·5 SulfolkSt.. BirmlngJam(Ol2t ~3 t9991 Sat
12 lip 12'lpm Davld Gemmell sigls Wilier WarllM, Dark Moon:
5a1 t9A;xSttp!len ButerlVaetilIlI Di;tgramsl, Mlcllarl $colt
Ro/IIn[M.wt~DtmotIlandFredaWarrington(PaganMoclll

crlVt Barkl!fld brOlla bne! j)'lll1IOClOI\iIuu" May.S9WIQ
copoesd,.tflIlhamM!rSillyt!ObMdWfa~Sacramenr.

MiItrnItrl.andFonmol~Helbrill.i'foerpool(1hi15r.1ay

7pm illhe EvtI'fiIllI'I Theatre." a5SOl;l;l)Qn Wit! DiIons leI.0151
708686t~Uaoldlrs1ef(Fn t6lday 11'" ilWa!t!SltI'Ws.teI 0161
&321992).~Londonl5a117t.1aylpmilOlons.I9-230U0-d~

1el.01714349159l
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&hTI!l'I'rSNI.-.s~tornaI.-.sWetls;:e#lalSimon

l!lgswasjllAlli'l;togelhI!fRoneolh~lI'IlIybtlilic:hlrl...........
lOAST AND GoRN The 'Sa-Fi" me t6Wy Iw reponedy k*lId.
andUasl.~ TheDarkSi.*appentobe.,toubIe..wdha
I'IlI'I'beIdCXll'llltUotsr~roon-pa)mefl.

Cowc MARTS regLWty CIClUaaosslheCCUlb'y. 5IlIingctllnlCS.
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matenal IJpcorrwlg evenls Binnlngham Sa110 May. CartS Uror
OlurchCen!ft.CarrslAne.~mHuJlSun20A;x.ComIorI

Fnendylm. Mab'l Ad, HulLeeas5a1s5Apand24May.Leeds
MetropoliIM ~ty Bi'unS'MdI Ha~. t.\@rnOllWay.Leeds
LtleesterSoo27 Af)l,YI.!CA,GranbySt.,Ll!ICesler ManchesttlSaI
3May,Sad\asHo1e1.TibbSl,PlCCali!ly,Mar.chtSlef,NewctslltSat
2fi Ap. Uni'fflSlly ot Northumbria SU BallrOOO1, San<¥ord Rd..
Neweastle·upot1·Tyr.e,Noltin!lhamSals29MararldI7May.....iClor~
L8ISUI'eCenlIe. Gettng St. NottJngham Shtltield5a119Ap,Main
Hal5llet1"JdHablr~lyHowardSr"She!lleld

Contact GolOeno-tMl180akTreeWay Slrensal York.V035TF

The Februm> BSFA london Mt'Ctlllg at lheJubLIee
Tan'm near Waterloo prO\'ldrd I swtable venue for
!h\>prrsentahOn 01 1!It 1005 BSFA A...·ards

The A....ards tIold been otnnOUnred 011 Novo1COl'l
Last HmM lset AV/m J!!), but smre nont' 01
thf'rt'{lptenlShad bl'mpresenlIt ...·asdf'Odf'd10
S1agf'a~ralf'a ... afdsreremon\'alal.tterdatf'
Thea...ardsthls)"l'ar('OOSlSledofrolourlulsllC'l"Sof
rlXI. mounll'd upon a sohd ...wden base. Paul
K~ld, who llad Sleppl'd. III as Awards
AdminIstrator at the last nunut(", rose from hiS
SJcJ.hl'd to ma~e thl' presentations to Slephen
8olxler, for hts novel Thr Tlltl'SJupslnd Brian
S\..lbleford, for hts novella "The Hunger and
EcstasyofVampu"t'S".Jirn Bums, who won the Best
Artwork Award for the cover of Colin Gre<'nland's
St'<l."m"'fPlrrrl~,hadfallenvlCtlmtothesamelurgi

that had afnlCtrd Paul Kmcaldand was unabll' to
attend, but hIS presentation will be made dunng
the I996BSFA Awardsccremooy at EaStCTcon

FollOWing the presentahoo, Slephen and Bnan
conducted a hve!ydl5CUSSloo aboul awards and the
stat("ofSOl'flCt'fictIOO today, III front of a large and
enlhu~ audlenct' that mcludl'd Chnstopher
Pnest. D.1v(" Langford and MoIly Brown amont;
othm Promptl'd bv chairman {and London Ml'f't·
lfl~or,:anlSl'flPaulHooJ tor lflSIaflCl'. 8n.mStable
tord rl"\t'akd IhatlhIS"',lSlhtofll'Sla... ard heh.W
t'H'fTl'«'l\·l'dtorlusllct!On!lotephenB.Hlf'J,OrIItN.
other hand, his ~Jre.ady won ItN.- John W Campbell
Memonal Award and ItN.- kUIt lassWltz Award for
1lIt rUnt SllIpf, bul said how pleased he was ID
re'mV1' llusrecogrubon for lheboo~ from a Bnhsh
aud.Jencfo. Tlusled 1o a dlSC'USSlon of lhl'dlffmng
response5 lowards Stt>phen's work 1118ntamand
Ammca.Later8nanbroughltl\("d1SCUSSlOOround

BSFA Awards Reshuffle
Due to continued ill·health. Kev McVeigh has
del:ided that he has 10 reduce his commitments and
so has stepped down as Administrator of the BSFA
Awards. a post he took on last May. For many
years Kevhas been a SlIoog supponer 01 the
BSFA. notably servmg as Vect« editor tor some
years, and I'm $lJre 'fOUl JC*I me n ltlanlung him
tor an hlS WOfkand Mstung him aspeedy recovery.

Paul Kincaid has stepped In as pro rem Awards
Mnrustrator, and wiI orgaruse II'Ils year's votIlg
andceremony-lof books put:isIledin 1996- at
EaS1ertOnnlNerpool.

ID the statl' of the genre lod~y, dedanng
lugubnouslythatsamct'lichon~asgoodas

dead NaturaUytlusprovoi.edawrprrsponse
from lhe audll'M', bul desplre the debalt gomg
bac~ and forth for some IImt no ont could really
amass any solid tvXlencr to refull' Ius; ngurnent

Thedl5CUSSlonrangl'd far and wldeandwf'lllon
ronslderablylongerlhanrsusualfortht'Sl'eve
ntngs, so that your reporter, seamg hIS S1C~bed

DnCl' mort, tIold ID IeiIvl' long bdOfl' Iheevcnmg
wound ID a dO$t. That meanll nussed nOl only II\('
famous asFA raffle but also theannOllncement of
forthconunt; attractions. Nevtrtheless, 00 thtevid·
l'!1c("of February's crowded and entl'rtammg event,
futurespea~l'rSaresurl'tohavl'averygoodhml'.

-Paul KmcilId

~;t:?''FtA London
'/ ,. Meetings

The 8SFA's LOl"ili:In MeeMgs are held M the tourth
W~ydMfYmonth.,theupstalrsroomdthe

.klbiIeITavem.Waltlloo,OIllhesoJth~dtheThames

bef--.WattllooandWeSlnWlSler8ndges. Thent¥eS\
~ar.WilI!fIoo{manintor~CI'

Wesl/rWW_(\kIIMr9'cu:ld)-see'TIWlGo!sToJJb'TM
P93Iarpreosecl!llaisdholfl'tolild •. E...uare
usuaIyllmtdtoSWI~r)J.,theMrq.tu8SFA

lI*TlbIr5w1h1Yrbeen~Wl"'bildowrlslin

lrom6Qmonwards ••sI.,.,dlUlt,flelnlordwibe
_topon usOlJ 11 you. ThL'relSnodla-gewmeefrl9S
are opentomrmtlers nl'lOl'H'l'lelll
Ft.ftNe~n:t.dr:23ApiCdinGreenland.2• .ble
DlInnIWynntJonel.NotethereisllOrntetinginliloayas
lalIrlCldrsw!lhtheArlluC.~"wW.

CotuclsPlulHoodOl10162181&4.4{l
IMtllPlullllWOIl01816560137

Nominations tor the 1997 Awards are oow open,
for books published lhis year. The nortllnation
process is conlinous, and we need your
suggeSlionsi So it you've read a novel orshon
slory, or seen a piece otartwor'Kwtlich has
appeared since January and is deseMng ot
norTIInatlor1,letus krIowi Mol'espedticaJIy,1et Paul
know' you can nominale as manylifferenl items as
'fOU kke. and as soon as some votes come In wel
pnntthedefajsnMalrix.
send yoor nominations to:
Paul Ki'lca1Cl. 60 Bournemouth Road, Folkestone,
Kent,CT195AZ
TeI:Ol303252939
Email: .ksyk@CIX.cOIIpullnk . co. uk



James Junkel

Clwe Barker TV Deal
~1"""'rllMlIiIlCllwBarW"~

nm,ptOlb::tion~hu""ldNI'Mlh

T...., e-.ry F(III: to dMIIop Ind prlOa
"'1IO'_.T\llitIlIltldd'ilmw(,P'C9_
_ The"~l'loolltu"",""'FOl

T\lwhoptOCLan.X·R.s.wiI~l_

CIIell ClW~ Sj;ns ¥d .sr-. .',
Id'I«Uedtor.__IIla' .. )'llIfOt.....,

1'l1_II'ld ... irsI ...... --.tlenby~in
c:oIIbc1r-."""~~-.. bI
"Sio·."Shodc~"1tId1ioope.-a"

'T~ e-.ry Fo>: "0WlIlId by 1\4*1
t.Udoct!', HeM C«porIbOn, wI'IIch_owns
~,8¥!o¥,pubIisI.-

Prol...orEdwlI~J.rnesrtpOMthat~and
F.r.hMe!ld!ftohnre<:enllyr~lf'OfTI''';sil

IQ lilt MQdem l.ar9Ja98 As~'.

tonler_inWISl1lflSllOOOC.heldililliSlXsaty
beIwMI'l 27.xl 31 Dec 1996.TllitllontQlltll
boggeIlilCldtmoccoo!erllllCl1l.WIlh_12.000
dfle9iltl. n.y _. Iller. pmI~ IS ElI10r
lodAssIsIIfllElilolIQlFCUIdiI/IcIn,ltIdas
~tMlUtNtldlt>eS0enc:8Fac.nFQI.flOa·

IIOtI.lClm"\lllllhlJttd\Drlanc:l~d
IlfllIItrjcvnllt.IIIIMlyE.lhpQIlIkI'l,~

F/C:fJtltI~... Jr.Jt.milloIr.FIIU5bc"'"
A.1I,~SJudits,-r"'Sc8lceFdorI

~Astooiloorl~llIUisQl'-._

J.r6tSaw,W,"TIlilngSF~n.u.tnr

1221_SooIlIy~wulgllOd~1nd1llly

peIt\IpI~IIlIiCldll!il:"'-"'__
d-so.ne.FOOtl-rhlF.uslIl:"uI
Ilil:llI1"S8dtlNgOty'wiIrwl"I.I..A·.~

.........ItIdYlSl~

and you Mow you are blenng 10 geoos.·
• Meatloaf, MBat Out 01 Heir
"\ was G1mg along the molorway, Itis came on. and by
me tm! • was lM!l" I was consIdecablyfurther along the
motorway and wasnl QUIte certaWl how rdgot thefe:
'Catarro, ·SUkRoadM

(Theme from TV series Th6 Silk Road) "f remerrtler sitbng
down one day, pulling !he CD on, and JUst sitting back and
fOflhreequanersolanho\JrlSlmplyulltaVelled:
·lcehouseMGreatSovltlernllndM

"It took me a long nme todi5COVef thiS, but I Iovedesens.
Three or four years ago I went on holiday to Australia, and
(this IS] the piece 01 musIc WhICh says 'Australia' to me:
'Vivaldi, ~Summe( from The Four Seasons: Itzhak
Perlman, Israel Philharmonic
'There's a poin1 in 'Summer' where (penman] makes the
violin sing like an angel and then curse like a demon. Jgot
Into Vrvaldi;ustbecause ola lew notes 01 music:

If he coulcl only take one record" would be !he first,
Steeleye SpaIl'S "Thomas the Rhyme(. The book he
chose to accompany the Iradibonal Bible and
ShakespearewooldbealJde~E6blePlarrtsofthe

South Seas: '1 know you cisapprove, but I'm a luty
pr.ldICal person and I reaise that belwld every plant that
we IIOW eal tIlefe are allhe unsung cavemen that proved
thalIheOlheronesWl!fepcllSClllOUS.·

His~ was New YOlk's CtvysIer &iIOOg, tulI WI
1930: "Cheabng,1 Mow .. a marvelous piece of GothIc
artlko, 'MItleagle's heads and gargoyles •.. "st Itus
marveIIoussiveraeaoon,l\'stheultlmateskysaaper: '----------'
,JJw!IlstlEJiubefhBIIiJIget

Terry Pratd'len re<:ervedlhe ultmale honour 011 9 February
when he appeared on RaOO 4'5 Desert Island o,scs.

HlStlgl'llrecordswere"
•Berlloz, SympluHlle FantaSliqu~ lSO. Goosel\5
"I have 10 say that I hsten 10 all muSIC as rt rt was pop
musIC. I've always known ...mat I liked, but never known
moch about ~ But the first ~me I heard Sym;ilonJe
Fantastique I gOl that icy shwer which tells me !hall'm
hstening 10 good musIc "
· Steeleye Span, ~Thomas the Rhymer" (from Now We
AreSiJ1
"I've always been a bit 01 a folkie. The lirst lolkalbum I
eve!' oought was a Sleeleye Span one, afld I've colecled
everythlflQ of meltS ever since. And t was particularly
thriIed when I heard !heir YerSlOII 01 'Thomas the
Rhyme(, wtlere Thomas me Bard is taken away by the
Queen alltle Elves:
• BMWd Mi~, "The Race for the Rhinegold Slakes~

(Wagner's "Aide of die Valkynes" WIth hOrSe-rac::i'lg
convnentary) 1 heard It.s record when I wasaboull1 or
12.andrtlSprobablyoneoflheanc:eslOtSoIDrscwottd.
h'sa bea~ltawn~pke.·
• Mozart, MVoI Que Sapele~ from The MiJrrlagt of
FigartT. Pttra lang, Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra,
Harnoncourt
• you gel T!\at wtlIle-tlol line searing across your bralll,

Pratchett Marooned

New SF Course At Reading University

Scribb~,Scribb~,Scribb~

,Ken Nldeod'sltwdrlCMllwillbe called 1Mc.as.sur..DJVI$IOrI.andl~hq:lelOgel~OUIlrlNMmoer h'ssellrllhesameMure
tllSIOI"f'uIheClarke·nommledTlleStatFraetJonandltslojlow-o;lTlreSfoneCanalltlou;1llikethemltsatutyll'ldeperlden1l'1OVe1lon!Xln
ISl'lruns,ar.daWOl'!1ansentlodeal ...llf1ananotechS91llhere;etsl'll'Olvedll1mespor~"9eonspllaClesaroundherOWT1anarcl1lsI
sooeI~,lhe erqnatlCally hostUe post·human cMlsat,on arOlllld JUpller irod me Cas~1'lI DMSIOO, Earlt1's cle1enG1 against 1\ I. K. Malley _a
physicut menlloned K1 the preYious Ixxlks arid respon~ble tor bolll wo(kJll~ out the Th~ ot Everytrnng ando5prOMg n- comes oostage
111 ll'lls Ixiok. and sustJllCls tile last loJ.1;'s wruaJ worlds may not be as th"ea!enrng to h\lmalllW as they appear But Earlt1ls rHlW

O'If!fllOllUlaledandsomellwlghasl0\llYe
'Greg Beilr"SIlfJl rICMIl-previwsly1llled C«Nl&yolrtleMindandonglllo1!ysdledJledlorlaSl year-Ms been bolh delayed and retitled.
h's row called Slanrandwil be OUI Irtm legend ilJul'lf.

Many thanks to
RonEl&nnen,EuabelhBiDnger,
Bllmilg/lamSFGi'oup,Claire

BnaIeY,AndrewM,Butler,AAdyCox,
Tony Cullen, Gary Dalkin, Mike Don,

JoFlelcher, Penny Hill, Edward
James,JohnJarlOld,SteveJetlery,
Paul Kincald,Dave langford. Peter·
borough SF Club. Mark Plummer,

Sue Thomas. and MarkZiesing



~'~recent & forthcoming books ------

-Orbit-
Indlldfl9WamerL,t!le,Brown

*JlCkOeighIOl1ASoootIheRock(06Feb,£59Spb,374PPI-Debul~troma

$cQnlsl'iwrrtt'l'whQsesl'iOl1IictJlJ1hasappearedlnlnlerloneandNewWorlds.lanI.lcDonald
says lhe ncveI is "t1ewn trom solid, living slulf It makes)'OU talo:.ea 009. cool look at 011 cool
cool wOOd ~·s a rara am. alNly Scottish si oov~, mal makes subtle buI profOl.rld statements
abaulcolonia~sm.~calaIldClJnuraI.B~rt'slhecharaclersthatrjrethisbookitsiMer

strength. Real people. real <ifernmas. real emotioos,'an a 6esojale mining planet Sonny
lives on ahil. an oIdffian wIlen all others USE the yooth chIg Euthol. A mining Ellgineef and
his~endt'flCOUn1erhim.andaslrarlgemenagedevelops.Bleakbulse,y.and

recommended
L. E Modesill, Jr FaO of Angels (0 6 Feb: £6,99 pb. 560pp; £16,99 hIl) - Fantasy Prequ~

to l!le 'Reduce' series
*John Clule &John Granl(eds.) The Encyc/opedid or Fantasj (0 3 Apr: £4S,OO hb,992pp)

-The sibhrlQ l'Oiume 10 the EncydopediaofSciencsF;coon, Th'sneeosnorerommendation
from me:nls,QUlle SIITlp!y,essentJal. The book will tle launched sI10rtly befGre me piJlIication
datealEastercoolnUverpool,and~eswilltleavail~ettlere

JOIIathanWylieAcrossIileFlaflllJI3Apr:£6,it9pb,376w)-Fantasy.·A7Wl9artistis
haltltedbyastrangeliguretromanoldll3int111g,Sherealisesthatheisapowertulmagll::ian

traWe!llflsiOetheportraillorcenturies."
t.liehaelSlXltlRohllIlMa~ie'sDeIOOl1(03Apr;L6.99pb, 369fJ9> appxl-Humoroos
alehtmk:alfamasylf'l wtlK:ha small-time crook craSl1es a stolen Ferrari and stumbles into
tMSpiral.abme-spacewtirlpoolwhidlw~him\Q16I!loenturyPrague

*Gregory8enlord FolXIda~FearlO May: £16.99 hb) -FnI ollhr"rtew~sfrom
vanous authors based I)"llsaac Asunov's 'FoundabOn' senes, This ooe ~s set at the time
whenHanSelOOnlsdevelopinglYstheoryofpsy<:t1ohiSlory~toasaeneewhichwiamakert

possibletopre<ictfutureev~sonagalacticscale.h'sabriHian1thrillerolpoliticalinlrigue,

adcing some fascinallllg new elements 10 Asimov's '1and visiofl', fldlKfug, perhaps.
reso/Ying the lflCOI1siSlendes with o.ment thinking on compfel and chaotic systems,
indudng sodaJ and pclitical ooes
Davld 8rin & GlegOry Benford Hearf 01 the Comel (May (R 1986); £6.99pbj-Nioely
tirnedforHale·Bcw,hefe'sareiSSll&oIlheagreeabl)'~andenioYablespacealt.'enture

set on Halley's ComeIl1lring ~s nex! r9lum in 2061, Beautifl.l scientist stranded CX1 cometl
S~memonstel"SIIRayguns!!IAlJdonewiththepoestolfaces.

*GarryKllworth The Princely Flower 10 May; £16.99hb)-Book201The Navigator
KlflQS',afantasysetiesbasedoo Pilynesian life and mylhs. This "IoI!ows Kieto and his
lriends as they embark on an incredble Ylrf8ge of dscovery, Pursued by sea-fa~ies,

vengetiJgods,~er-!lui1gryprieslsandamur(JNoosJyangyS(l'l,r;onfrootillQtheirworS1

fearsandsupernaturair.orrors,theyfinaOyfacethewratholt~mi!t1tyMaori"

GarryKllworthTheRooIoIVoyagi'lg(May:£5.99pb)-Prewrsortotheabove
*lalnM.BankllE.r=sioo(May:LS.99pb)-PaperllackolBanks·SspleflddrtewCu~ure

novel. Recommended

pb"paperback: hb " hardback: tp " trade paperback: pp " extenl
ill.=illustrated:ed."edited:R(x}"reissuelreprint(tirslpublicationdale)
rol._storycollection(sarneauthor): anth."an1hologyldiflerelllautnors)

i\:"Highllghl W=EdiIOr"schoice O=FlrstUKeditlon

Treat tuturedales wltn caution. All unquoted remar\(s by Chns Terran
Quoted comments are trom publishers' matenal- caveat emptorl

"*GregEganDias(.Ol"aIMillemiurn:OFeb:£16,99hb,£9.99lpj.-Nolurtl1erirdormation
about thi~ at p'ess-1Wle. but a new novel by Egan IS now a malOf ewnt, alld is nollO be
missed
MlckeyZuckef Reichert PIlI"IC8 olDefllOflS (0 Fec:£16,99hb,£9,99lp,576fJ9)-Famasy
t/lefrtth'Renshafnovel

*Paul M. SarnrnOfl FuftJreNoir The MakJflg oJBiade Rurvlef 10 Feb:£17,99 hb, 464pp)
No!1·liction. Hurnteds 01 hours ollf'lleMeWS wilt1 a~ tM key players involved in making lt1e
key sf filrn 01 the last twent)'years
MiehaelMoorroekTheNewNaflJreoltfleCatasrrophe(Feb;£6.99pb)
Richard Whrte led,1 KiIIg Ai1tluril Legend and HislorylDenl: 0 Feb:£20.00hb,4OOppj
Anlh. of Arthunan lexls, many translated into Engiisn f01 thetirSl bme
Keith Thomas Re/igIon and Iile DedineoJMagic(We.denfeld & fIkoIS(I'l,Mar;£2200nb,
736pp)- NrolicllonClasSlc 1971 acoountol "Whyaslrology wllchcral1.maglUl healing
diWliltlQllanoentp'~es,ghostsandla~~weleaUta,enserlQUslybyEngllsnmenol

lt1e 16th and 17thcen1l.11es, and how and why ltus dlanged ,
*HarryHilI'rison The SlamJes5 Steel Ral Goes 10 HePIO 17 Mar, £1699hb, 244pp)- The

Rattad:Jes a relfgloos Wl which has kldilapped Angeina StansoII al Harnsc....susual
pell-mell rale. dleertUlytrampling defenceless commas Into SUbmiSSIon, butgEln bogged
down in a Iol 01 10000g and frOlng $IQIlIt;ing oothlng mud'l al all lor Itte central portIOn 01 the
book.AndJim'sQOlllQcor~ateIHeactuallycallsQ(ltheMariTeslorlJelp:~muS1be~ing

old. Prom'Slng early digs at Scientilogists and cu~s fizzle Olrt into a standard Harrison
loony-villalndlase,thoo~there'sSOO1eenlertaIJ'll'Tlelltalongtheway.lnMay()ionarere

issvinglhetirsttwoRaltales,TheStainlessSteeIRatandTheSSR·sRe~-seebe!ow.

Mercelles lackey & larry DirOll The SifverGl)'.coon(Mar: £5.99 pb)-Fantasy.
*James Bu~ton The Wishing Tree (Mar: £499 pbj - First-rate horror novel. Something nasty

in Eppng FOIes1. ,. ,Recommended
'£>luciusShepard Bamacie Billlile SpacerandQrherStM!s (0 11 Mar; £1699hb,£999tp,

Z92ppj-CoIl,ol 5hepard'srecent shonflC!Lon, all tirst putJished in Asimov's ,A'ayboyand
Omlll As well aslt1e Nebula-wmnillg ~tle story. ~ also includes 'A liItIe Night r.tJSic·, 'The
Beast ot the Heartland'", AD the Peffl1lle in Arab{, "HurnanHiSlor(, "The Sun SpIdefand
"Sports in America' SI1epard's tlographlcalnote is. weIl,he"hadhisedi:Jcationbe.ateninto
himbyhlslather:andby1heageollivehewasrealingShakespeare.Heftew~icopters~

Vielnam anel lence~willnotlalkaboot'hasel nenced the darll descent 01 ruM

-Orion-

IndudngMillenrfWl,Pt1oeIix.Weidenlek1&NicoIson.Denr

~
ORlON

cocaJlle ovef ~aroos north and south American borders: then settled down ~to years 01
eltenSl~etra~~, He 's curren1lytitlully reSidenlin Seallle." Tales bcXh Sliltleand IlIfld, sad
aIldl;wjoyant, and)'OUred\Ol"'Schoicel!us issue, trs onty marre<l by being printed sansseril
lyes,likelhis:bJ1 I·m noI alone in p'efen'ing serilledleXl in IXioksI
KristineKalhrynRusdlTfleFey;Rival(OApr;£16.99hb,£9.991p,576PllI~Fantasy,

third voIt11'1le 00 lhe 'Fey' sequence
Slephani PenyAliens: The LabyMfh (7 Apr: £4.99 pb,216Pll)

*8ruoeSlet1ing(ed.) The Murder Networll 10 Apr:£16.99 hb,£9.99 1p,512ppj-Anth,ol
stories (SlltlIeoriginaJ) based arOiJf'ldeybercullJ.1e, computers and rolXllsfrom Stephen
Kilg,Philip K,Diek.GregBear, William Gibson and others. lntroo1Jclion by Ster1ing.
Miehael Mooreodl Tile Pmce Wilt! tile Silver Hand(7~: LS,99 pb, «aw)
JamesBibby Rooan's ResaJe [7 Apr: £4.99 pb,251pp)-HumoroosfSI1tasy

*K.W.Jeler8ladeRr.mer3:Re{Mcanl~I(May;£5,99pb)-~toEdgeofHuman
Here Jeler engages in a ryplcally Oickian reatity slip, in wtidl Deekald Sfijls his slOl"'fl0 a
moviedrector and watdles his liIe retold as the film is shot
leeSmolln TheUleoltheCQsmos(Weidenf~d&NicolS(l'l:OMay:£2t).OOhb,32tlpp1

SpewlativecosmologytromaUS~ysiclst.il1whidl~suggestsltlatthe~rsemaybe

evavirlg fil<e a livlngcreature.Cosmologist Paul Dal'ies says: 1his p'0Y0ca1ive book
merges key eleme-rts at Einstein and Darwin ilia brNthtaklJlQSynthllSlS. T~resu~is
nOOullQ iess than aradi'cally new view ol1he cosmos and oor place witlun ~"

Harry Hanison The Slain/ess steei Rat IMay IR 1961): £499 pb)-CMlf35 years old,
and SliD hugely enjoyable
Harry Harrison The Slalllless StuJRafs Rel'engt? (May (R 19701; £4.99 pb)-Secor1d
adventureolSlIPllEi"fJimciGnz
TriciaSul1lvan Someone to Watcfl Over Me (MlIeMlum: 0 May; £16.99hb,£9.99tp,
~l-FromtheauthorolLe!flecomesastory...michSOOJnd:sremLll;scen101D.G

Compton'swonder!uiTheCooIiloousKatherineMorreflhc«awomanhelpsabeatenman
OlrtsideZagrebslation, and hetums ou110 be a 1rans·, lI1I~anledWltheqwpmentwtvch

enatJes someone else to elperienee eYefYlhillQ he does
honneNavarroMusicollheSpears(Millemium:OMay:£16.99hb.288pp)-lalest
AJiensbookslakentromt/leDarkHOIsecomics.
sarahAsll~rs(May:£4.99pb)

James Bibby Ronan's Revenge (MiUenniurn: 0 May: £16.99 hb, £9,99 lp, 32Opp)
la1estinstalme-rtilltl\ehl1llou!OUslantasysenes
MiehaelMooreockLegefldsFromIileEndoJfl/lllJ(Jun:£6.99pb)

*JamesBuxlonPify(Millenrium:OJltl;£1699nb,352pp)-FoIIow-uptotheeltrernely
etfectivedartilantasy The WlS!ling Tree, Ahaunled-house story se1 in BemIoodsey.
ThomasRlchards The My1/ls and Legends 01 Slar Trek 10 Jun: £1299 tt, 176pp)
Apparently reveals the secret origins 01 Trek sttr,1ines in a~en1 epics: tradtional
romarx::es and lolk tales, from which GefIe Rodenberry nicked his ideas. "Easily tr.e mos!
ceretYal sf shlll'l on televi~on· says IM PR Welll- my ha~ i ne~er knew thal
KrlstineKalhrynRuschTheFey:Changeling{Jun:£5,99ptl)

*John Barnes Apocalypses and Afmlro{iles {MilIenril1ll: 0 JuI: £16.99 rb, £9.99 lp,
256pp)-CoI.fromone1hebeslUSsfwnlers.induc:ing$Oll1enewmatenal.~eolttle

SIOlIl!S depict Ihe end of Ihe world. some are speedles addi'essedto a JIOO·exlsten1 being
or sornelhlng whldl cannot underSland human speech."
Nathan Archer Cold War(Mi~enri\ITI: 0 Jul; £16.99 hb, ~pp) -latest 'Predalor'!ie-in
MaryCorran OdrAtell(JuI:U.99 pbj

*Step~n Buter GUlfivellOnt (0 Jul: £9.99, hb, £2.99 pb, 112pp1 - Baller·s first)'W1lQ
adiJ~ book concerns three dlllaen In a ",rtual reality themepark based Q(l GuIive,'s
TraVllIs,andlheirstrU99lewiththeLW~p!J1ians.Thisislhefirstof~li~~susingthe

World Wide Web as astarting polnl.tlie second is,
StepllenBow\I:enDleamcastle(OJul:£9.99hb.£2.99pb,112pp)-AVR-basedD&D
game 0i1 the WfIW goes wrong



JlmnVllllUtr1lt~l~Gl.odI!"1hr""lGtntra/lOl'lIt'JdOrep5pJc.f

::10 3 Feb £'599pbj-FoIow-uDIOTttk Thtl.Nuhln."WdA-Zil'ldrm~~i

EutonRoyoe TheX.fies VIJItI9l!(OJFeil £J99pt1l-Amlll~lOl.-rnsuI

~(lYfreledncalaclMlJ

Lts~ TMx.Fi/es E.B.E.(03Mar.£399pbj-ME.drillerreSlnlll~Eruyland$

11 aUFOinlhe Iotdde East.
RolWIHobbRoyalAs.s.usfl(3Ma'-£599pbl-Papelbilc:kot¥OU!lfl2011he·Far~

Tt*lgy'lhtnetllS
RobiIl HobtI Ass,wl"s OJe5I(O 3 Mal: £16.991tl, c9OOpp) - F"N1...wne at !!le 'FarsMf
Tnlogy'.#Jto4lHobblSnowworkilgonooiMWsentSMlin1hewneworkl

*CoIin Greemnd TIle PlMty Pmc:t(W (0 17 Mar, £599,cb) - Col. I'lCWrIg a k:r'rg, rI/!W
Ta~aJule$lory.Greenland'$l~onSarman,Elric,alldl.ulllef~.andQthershotts

IlvillQUsgenJ'es
*PhlllpK.OiekW,CsnBI.'IdYaul17MarIRl972l,£S,99pb)-()iglnallypublishedasA.

l.ro:»'n.SmuIauvm.TwolypicalyD1ckia~eoIrepetle\Jf$tJ.Jildrl!Q"eatJonsot~andEltNin
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OdlJd are also issuing Iheir complete ed1ion 01 Twain,reprWrtsollhefirst

j ~=~al~:V:SC:e~:~~~:=
"' Jon;, Complete sat OOP Apr: £240 (£320 aftill' 1Od 97] flbs, 13,904pp in

I ~~~ilThlL'J/COO,AnIi.wallatstlZIlltS(pan:04Apr:£7.99tp,
lnpp)-·AnlllOllioaIX·rieSQlidetopeope,Pa<:esandpropnelary
plYi$fS·Now.I..... ~r.eenTheX·Ftes{gel'4l,please~,soltll$lS

~ nmlprellensible 10 me. ft's an a1~ ~sl 01 Iiwlgs
'e!«n:ed il hi show, and IS~ meant 10 be anusing: j,e"d'la:l.al
uwtI.lkl'ticlngprllpnols".Ther'iW.arunberolSlOdl:p'"dos,an
1lfII5OcIeplt.andldiillYGerge(iWOlllall)i51heaulhorol1he~

X·Res~M!;wnnenkl'Asm:w'sandiYesrl~

IUggitFurty£bil'rwrall&9fl1d:03Apr;£16.99hb,£599pt1)
Fal1\ilsyli-lRP'J*;illOnDela)'edIr<mNoYember
Tll'riWindlingThlWoodWile(legend.03Apr;E5.99pt1)-FanIaSy
RobertJorclan~r.T~~3Apr:C4_99pbl-Heroc.....
MIrtin Gan:lMI (ed.) GNl~~ 5cIrnce (Odri Apf. £8.99 ptI.
~J-ArchalogytJ1tlewMd'sbesl!Cll!flCl!wr.lers.I'lClucklv&lSlewl.

RL$tMn$(n.OIrwrt.et.sletIon.Aswnow.5ag;I1andG<Ud.*George Ton*yns ChtsMy and SMI ThI &Ime cl Cbbv irld~
WiIim c.n, (World's C!mla' Mar. £4.gg ptI. 1!4Jp) - T'110 cInsIc:
WHll'stonesIfom181IandI913mpet2lYely,bofJ~GermatJ

I'IYI$lCJIStJ1tleUK.~bylFOatV.lINtJtleserMlilVoo!s

"""""",WM
D_AIighitr1~(Odo'd:.bI:£10.99lp.&nppl.)-Frsi'lttme

tJ RDtI.l Dldng·sr.-prose nnsta1Ion(hi1lIl25 j'efi) tJlJlII al
"9'NllllO'balprolD-st.Dftt·slIm!~··IlSpfId,IWlIOnlInu:tl

ofl«standtausr.tiYwI&POI.mele'S~rlwlKtl.,slW!Urgoes

IOIlelSldIO"OIIgIliI.rdilM5t,"s~leadabIe._1le

0lnifIy L s.)'Il'S h1SIalIcrI..ncn I h cane lIa05S. nules fie ItJ
umlaXl,noresa'ld16essIJS«IspecsaI~



138. lain Banks TheCrowRoad
143.FranzKafllaTlJeCastle
145.TerryPralchellT!leCoiorJrolMagic
Pratchetteenairtfsulferedfrom s;lliIvctinll-nolewerlhan 34
oIhistitiesr~VO\es.whictlisjuslabouleverythinghe'$

evefwritten
147. Thomas Pynchon Grawity'sRllinbow
lo18,J.G.B,lIardE~oftheSun

150S1ephenFryTheLiar

Cenaln authorst\G'11 make~lntotMtop 150 DutneverthelesS
hadanumberottheirlJtlesnominated:PhilipK,Dickhadt2:
IS3acAsimo.13:Dorislesslng12;ChrislopherPikll13 (ttle
YAVOle?);andDeanKooolzhad13.lncredbIy,44ofE'nid
BlytOl1'st>ookswereconsideredlobeamongthebeSlolthe
cen1ury, as were 15 01 Agatha Christie's

Giver1tMamountotslintheliSl,Wssli!1tdYsurprisingthat
Wiltiam Gibson's Ne!KOlllanc::erisn'there: like tM other s1tJtles
~'s ac!1ieved alarge crossover audience. But you may have
also noticed that Ihere IS onl'; one gertelJtle with no sort 01
mediati&-in'TerryPratctle!l's The CoJoorol MagIC (twJ1I1ere's
the CD-RQM game, arldl!1egaptucnovel , ..)

n'snotablehoW~lehulnourthereis.nol066andAJIThatno

Tom $halpe,lesJieThomas,DavidNobbs.NoteaJsohow
many chikhn's 000ks appear-ten certainl, in l!le top 100,
with another ha~-do.len arguably.

Thewhole~stis aninleresting -~uneasy-mixofIMpopuIaf

andIMworthy,beslsellersandtheGreatUrvead.Delia
Smilh's~pleteCookeryCoursejustplpsSrianKeenan's

An Evil Cfadling. Vtadimir Naboko.'s LoIilaruM""againsl
lain Banks's The Wasp Factlf;'. A8rieIHistoryolr.\'fleS/ls
nextloJamesandrheGianrPeadr.PerhapsWalerSlorle'sand
C4shou1dhaveasked8obWorcestefaboultMpi~aIIsof

seII·seiectingpollsampes ..

Therurlisll5avaiJableirlaOlYancheso/Watersrone's

chris
terran

on the

~erstone's
books of the century

I

38.JosephConrad Hean 01 D.lrllness
Includedheremorefor~smetap'loric~erandlheinlluerl(:eit

has had on si writers
40 RichardAdamsWaterslllpDoWflRespon~b1elor rew:feclln9the'tatlungarwnarSlrandof
fantasy IflCJdenta~1 ~ydoeseverj'(lf1elgooreMaJa?

42 Umber!oEcoTheNameolrheRose
SherlockHoImeslind$theooISA/rae.

I ~:~~~k~~~~~cedexampeofOOnaMeliefUeSf
53,PatrickSUskind Perfume
Apersonal favoorite 01 mine,trus, Is il fantasy? Cer\airly ils
cen1ral etl1ceil has the ng,t smell: aman obsessed 'Itith and
ruledbjrGdours.
55,MefVYnPeakeTheGorrnengllasrTriIogy
I readthisjustaher Ltxdolrhe Ringswhe!1I was aboul18,and
lhere was land is) no doubt In my mind whici1 is lhe bener book,
Iflall reSjleCfs,lhisMS S1ayed with mein away LorRnever
h"
58. MargaretAtwood The Handmaicfs Tale
WlMerolthe~rstAnl1urC,ClarkeAwardin1986,andfilmed~

ratherunsuccessfuly-in 1990. with aHaroklPinter
so-eenplay
60 JohnFowlesThel./agus
63. Millhail Bulgallov The MaslerandMargarila
A~ef;tale,wheretnlhe~I"srtsMOSCCMan<lwreaks

Cfea~ve MVOC ReadthJs Ifyouhaven'lcomeaCfoss~ before
65 John FowIes The Frencll ueutenanfs Woman
Interesunglor~s 'tlme·sJlp narranon, FowIes's AMaggotlS
9MUinesf
67,KurtVonn~utSlaugnrertlouse5

Vonnegufs~ertulreteUingoll!1eDresdenfire·bombing,with

sllrimnungs
71, Slep!len King ~

A~sbook,Dutmore-ishinasoall\'kindolway.37ot

K"lI1g's 000ks received votes
73S1ephenKlngTheStand
Muneas,ardel1rern~,longcomlifliltionolend-ot-the-world

si arld pure fantasy
79. SlephenHawklng ABrieIHistoryofTime
Oltenr~erredtoaslhemoSlurveadbeslseflefever.No,1

haYef\'t read ~ e1hef
87ArthurC.Clarke2001:ASpare~y

14o!Clar1le'sbooksrecervedvotes.The~eroltimswh~e

lhiSlsfineClar1le,mOSlreaderswooldptOOablyregard
ChitdlOO(j'S Endas his best book.
91. Riel\ardDawklns The SefIJsJl Gene
Non-fidion, Afine land.eryinlluential)book,butstelng~ here
cerlalnlysurprisedme Dawkms'smerneot'memes' spread like
wUdlire
92. MichaelCrichtonJura!S'CParl<.
Heal'l:!11 MOWS howthJsgol if1. WaslhereamOYle?
93 LawreflceDurrellTheAiexallltJaOuarteI
Notsl, but Tuncand Mmquam certall1ly are
98 Anthon, Surgess EarltllyPowers
103. Samuel Beckett Waiting 101 GoOOt
Itthisain'lamasy Wssltremelyfurmy,lOO.
108. Arthur Koestler DaMessatNoon
112 MartlnAmisLorWrlF/e1ds
One 01 Amis's \tIaslly r-.etoes sneers at the miUennium, Amis
wrotel!leSCf~ayforthesiIlySiltum3

116,Margare1AtwoodG.1l'sEye
lt8, Anr.eRicelnreMeWwitilthe Vampue
I find Rice cIoyingly unreadable. uotonUflalely.
123, Virgi~i,WoolIQ-tanli:l
Ttm&-arldgender·sliplantasy
133,laln Banks c:omp;eity
134. Umber!oE'co Foucault'sPendJlum
Conspiracytheoriesandser:retsode!ies

13. WilliamGolding LordolrheF1ies
Myo-levelbook.Andl'verlevefread~SIIlce,l'mashamed!o....
15.AldousHuJley 8r.JveNew World
Iconfessloflr.cingllusaratOOr~keablebook.incoo\laslto

Orwell'sNinereenEight)'·/our
16,KeflnethGrahameTheWioo'!nrheWil/ows
Here'saclumpolc!1dlter1'sbooks,aUWllhfantaSlIC~emen1S

Again,perhapsnostalgiaguidedsomevolefS'C10Sses
t7,A,A. Milr.e WilnierhePoo/l
19 J.R.R.Tolkien TheHobbr
21 C.S.LewisThelJon,rheWJtclraoorheWardrobe
22 FranzKatllaTheTrial
Thegreat2Othcen1llf'/nov~ofparanOla

24 Dooglas Adams TheHltchhike(s Guide rattle Gala~y

IpreteftMralio.ers>on.mesell
2'5SalmanRushdieMidniglrt'sChiidren
RusMe's firsl novel Gnmuswas entered in the Gollana SF
Novelcompelltlon, Midrllgllrs ChiJdtenwon tile Booker Pnzelfl
198t
27 AnlhonySurgessAC!oc:Io¥ofj(Orange
Unlike many mainstream oletlilflles in \he field. 8IJrgess knew
hts si-as he showed Ifl hts NitleIy·Nine NoveJs: The Bestin
English Since 1939.
30. PrimoLevi 1I This is aMan
32,lainBanksThllWaspFactory
Banks'sflrSlnovel;lhirteenot~Bankstitleswerevoledfor

KevMcVeigh IisroS5eS aspects ot Ills novel- hooornotsl,~

you want 10 PlgeonhOe rt-in Vector 191

'.J.R.R.Tolkien The Lordoftfle Rings
If you disregard the accusatiOlls 01 vote-rigging..mich
tollowed the announcement of the top-placed book, rt
seemspossible'hatvoters-largelymiddle~lassand

mlddle·aged,andhenceyounglnthe1960sand70s
are remembering the impaetthis book hadat an
impressionable age rather than Its literary qualily.
There was a time wtlen you couldn't gel on atrain
withoUl seeing someone reading il. usually wearing
loon pants
2. George Orwell Nineteen Eighlrlour
This doesn't appear to have suflered Irom being an
Q-level text for many years
3, George Orwell Ammal Farm
In Billion YearSpree,BrianAldisssaidthatAnimal
Farm was, ·01 all the books mentioned in this volume,
possi~~theonemosllikelytogetlirsltoPluto, tucked
in!., ,) somevistting astronaut's pocket: abookwilh
survival value."
4.JamesJoyceUlysses
One wonders how many readers of the other top ten
books have actually read this
5,Joseph Helier Carch-22
6,J,D.SalingerThe Catcher in fheRye
7, Harper lee To Kill a Mocl<jngbird
8 Gabriel Garcla Marquez One Hundred Years 01
Solitude
It's pleasing to see this so high upthe list. Paul Kincaid
discussed the strong links between magic reaIism-ol
which this IS perhaps paradigmalic-and sf I fantasy In
Vector 191.
9,JohnSleinbeckTheGrapesofWrarh
lQ.lrvineWelshTrall1spottmg
The highest-piaced 'contemporary'book: all the above
are at least JO years old

I
NSl:PTEl.IBER last yearWaterstone's and Channel 410gether asked ttleir customers and viewers to cast their
votes _ slightly prematurely. - for 1he greate~t boo.ks 01 the lWe~tielh century". The results were announced on
20January,andsfalldfantasymadeasurprlsinglyslrongshowing,iflCludingthe top three titles.

Here's the top 10,andother books 01 genre Interest in the complete chart; my comments aretotalty biased
and can safely be ignored

_________________ views-

I

~:eYleW
S 0

o r



-Chri,Tmul1

The last decade has seen nanotechnology
molecular-scale engllleenng - thoroughly absorbed
mto the toolbo~ of sCience fiction, So much so that
any novel set in the near· to medium-term future has
to either acknowledge it llr POSit some reason for Its
absence

Abigproblem-or.cllnversely,ablgap!X'al-for
si writers IS Its 'magICal" nature. YllU can do damn
near ulJ.Vlhlll~ With nanotl'Ch It provides an easy
rahonalisatlon for feats previously seen as the
prescrvl' of fantasy: Sh,l)X'-shlftlllg (Tml1llllllt" 2,
SCTap Into a gun in Q'lo'l'rI (If AIlS~Ij:l. Virtual
II\vulnerabllity,ll\stantheahng(L",*"IS~,rtllrMa!ldl),

eternal youth (Th~ Dumwrid Ag~), mstant destructIOn
{Blood MU'lc}. resurrection of the dead (Nl'(rol)ill~),

loyalty 'spells' (Kalridosc"JXCt'llllry),ringsgiving
their wearers superhuman powers - it's almost too
easy. When there are no limits there are no
challrnges, and some writers sense this The
challrnge ior sf authors is to impose some boundaries
OIl ItS usc. as It"S nee<'5Sary for fantasy wnters to limit
the usc of magIC; the usualcop-out here is to limit
those who can use 11. oftm to bearded old mrn
Science (fichon) is basiully egalitarian, and won't
hold with the heirarchical and seml-fasashcnalureof
most fantasy world,. Sf seeks to change the world
(and examllJe the consequenc<'S), while fantasy seeks
the power that prt'SCrves

Il"s wllrth remembering that nanoteeh is COll

'e1vableuslllgtnd,w'sordlllary t('{hnnlogy-It
requll\.'Sn"t\llJd,llm·l1l,llbrl"I~throughs.Afterall,ll',

,1 t~rhll(,It'XV, not a S<ll'tKt' And we already h,we an
e~ampleofa workll1gnanotechsystem.ofcourst',so
we know itcan be done

It's called biology

Wl·12•

. ~TM-9-R9-UG-ML-Y-Mo-.. D-tR-NM-A-GI(~ -mailbox--------
If I was asked to rerommend something a little more

lighthearted,thl'll from moredLStant personal memory
I would suggest Kurt ~onnegut Jr'~ SLIpslick, or
Lmrwm~ Ne Mort!, m whIch the pohhcal mfrastruc
ture,lhe power prinCIpiI.'. and high scriousness all d....
cay together, with engagingly silly results. I guess
you'd call It a kllld ofend-of-hlslory pastoral-bul
remember. thIS IS from distant memory, so it may have
bern a dystopIa which I read per~'erscly, against the
gralll!G

Fnml DOlUn Nomun
9 Sedrup !.DIU:, Hartwdl, Ayltsbury, Buds., HPJ7
8QW

Here goes on suggested reading for polilical leaders:
John Major - How aboul reading Mary Shelley's
Frankrnstfi,l? You could glance through this before the
Gl'Ileral Election and award it further study when you
are sitting on the opposihon benches. Try to equate
VICtor Frankenstein's man-ereated monster with what
has happened 10 the UK in 18 years of Conservative
government. Of course, Margaret Thatcher was the
original creator, but you have taken over the role. I
think maybe you don't see the UK as we do: the
homeless, the unemployed,thedirty streets of London,
Ihe 'fatcal' directors' payments Amonsterindeed
made out ofa pleasant country!
Tony Bbir - You could benefit from reading Ursula K
Le Gum'S TIlr Dispo.lSstSstd; conSider how Shevek is at
first amazed,and evendelighted,when he goes from
hiS own (socialisHype) planet to the mirror image
(capItalist) planet. Study his disillusionment and how
he IS uscd by the capitalists.
PaddyAshdown-lthinkyouwouldappreriatel'hilip
K. Dick's short story '1nl.' Builder" (in therollection
&yond Utslhf Wub).lt might enrourage you to keep
on being a third (minor)polihcal party; it does rain a
fair bit in the UK. If PKlYs character can build a boat,
maybe the lJb-Dernscan sway some of the 'noaling
voters'inthdrdirection,GJ

51rvt Pulmfr hu, a w/ulion 10 thr puzzl~oftht Missing
Utl~rs

FrvmStevePllmer
4 Park Rood,Toddinglol1,Btds.,LU56AB

Whatweneedisabitofrontroversy,forexamplethe
Wingrove Debate of a few years back. Thus [ have
deCIded to wnte to you with Ten Controversial ThUlgs,
In the hope that these will stimulate Matrrr readers into
sendUlg you some letters. However I must point out,
T
T

1,The Star Wars lrilogywasthe wotSl thirIg that could have
happeoed to the scienceliction cinema

2, Mainstream soencefdiotl is mica) towomen and
non-wMes

3. GillianAAdefsooREALLY ISN'T THAT ATIRACTIVE.
4,JohooyMne/llO(l~isa~eatfitm.Theeltedswerelerrilil;,the

muslcllOOd and the perlormaoces not al all bad
5,T1IeX·Filesissobland,polnllessandbadyaCledastobe

unworthyo!8ritishtelevi$il)ol
6,The sciencetiction and horror sections in bookshops shoiJld

beatoppositeendsottr.elloor.sancetheyareta~ylumped

logett1efbyuncariflgsllopmana~

7,Ac:licheadaykeepsthesalesteam at bay.
8, SI1epperton can be qu~e an exciting pace
9. DavidLyndl's iJunfistr.ebestscierocelictionfim ever made
to, Teff'fPralcnettbooksshou!dbelim~edtoooeperlami~

1do hope this hst ofTen Conlroversial Things will
help the letlers rolurnn of your esteemed magaZine
Perhaps other readers could supply their lists of
Controversial Things. 0
'A Pu::lrJ EJ,t"r ReplifS: Wlwt'SS<'("DIllrQ{lo'rsiJzlu/1(lul
IJiOS('



AII.n Blab, Sf mI".., 5o.:lxland on Sund.Jy. hrms ....1 re-\"t.tls. lot. SLnct 19"12 falt-Oullws~ on'f IO,(Ol IN' ;n.... l;, ;R'{/ (l/(lllP III 11> (Mrfid1'4 JrordtJ, ".I1$l1(.

l(l.v:.y /ImI rNIII"I!,.tDl' ofl.sllSS.... 'S "('(Ius/lId.'/SI J« roplt5,lhe drstnbubon of ~Ies more or less equJl O\'eJ "Ittlts.df,r llllt..";,1liI I""" Olllt III/N EoSF lIY5 '1 "t\IIl.

sf mol jmt.-.y I r:r.prt'Wd _ SIIrpr!S' IMf IItlIrly '0"- the 6ve years, MISsIOn ~hng O\'('J 5,lXXl Cl:If'It'S dWUlg ((I1lFllrrs ImS'lI'Indnllym tilt lIWllIIgs lI( ,fOlyt/l"""ll.nd
..{list 11Sl-liO(I brob. IlIlI,m;,!r.., gnn /to lI(lothtr Imftf lhesameperiod Cornfort.b1yprl.'Cl'dlIlg1'ltt X·rilrs. In rnll"lIrvm.ltdt,IlHlrrilltrrorr/(:rr, Nnthtr la'" sttlIlS '"
- IAIS dtroltd,,, Patrrl Tillry.•nJ 1111.111 rIP/IlITl$' rtself. • rompanson [ fall 10 see. You seemlllgly 1I1( 1,' /It (rnlrlll r.. sf III tlthtr stylr Dl' (OIllm!. "If/ill '1\'11'
FflIIII A/bn BI.b suggest that the prest'rlce ol.lIen lde If1 TiI1ey's novels ,~lrtr X'i«tlOlJS; Ittrra ·"mw", Wrn.l' my SlIrprnf.

16 M"'I/r()S(Wlly.Dt.rr!l/.lIl(,FKI59jL ll'IiILes them in some way 'Mlagol,ls to(hnsCu1er's I liJJlI'/ roml~l( rktm wll~ The X-Files ill r!InIuJll(

[ read WIth. Ullerest your rt'Q.'l11 ·Vlew From the Ihgh COIIstant creahon and OIllhat baSlS, what propomon of I '"~IS (thoug~ ~)ur cOlt/mm! OIl Fadl'-Out - "a SIlI,,,,1
Street" (Issue 123) as sourred from TJI~ &:lltAstllrr and sf could you similarly corrrlatc? ollglr OIl mal.!" fflWroll 10 things illfxpliCllblt ami IIlr

:~c:~~;rn~h:~~;~:~:~dc,l wond~r Ji I can ma~c n'S~tlV~;~ ;:;;~~~e(P~bl~~ l;al~:~c a~~~:~: r,;~I::~i~~I;t~:.: :~~ :1;::~~~'~IQ~w~:':;~:'I;
Ifs perhaps nusleadlllg to suggest that lWCllty-lwO dellllutes them classlr stocl by publisher and Qud largn QlIdlf'/lrt

Iitles could LII any way be regardfd as the definitl\'e bool.seller ahle. Of courst, sales alone don't (or at I OgTtt' IMt ""my 'lIIA'lJJslrtllm' gm" 5/ wnlm art
~or ('Yen basIC) core stod hst of a CT('l:lLtable~ Ieasl shouldn't) engender cIas.sic stalJiS.1t IS, I betll'Ve, IIMmOOll1l1YdKd /0. G. ComptUfl, MrduatI CCJrn'Y'
flctlOn dpPartment HoWC\·er, havLIIg been aslfd to a myopu pt'U1l1ar 10 soenre ficlJOn, Ihdt respect IS RiCMrd COllp'I", Brlln 51ab1q.mJ IIW /Mn Varlty lpnng
createeuctlvlhdtll'ltv;enlVhllesorltss/lbargalllCd .lffordl'd WTlters 'NOri.mg on theborderoftlwgenre, 1,1 ,"moll, suI J(Ilr'1 lhull rift ptlttlOllilrly pilly Ihm
an lIIC1C_l. I fcllmvt'l"StcourstofaetJOn was to high. ....'hLIst O'ierloolJng I'I'IOl't ~Ull\C, &jually t.l!entw HUiR'lW,~QlC6tlllll'rtsllll.flhlnp-f1tal_tthtJll(l5I

hght.l seIemon 01 mtert'SlJng nlles Ih.tt perform ...·c11 CUltl"nders ...·lthm Could voor 0"'11 dMUSSaI of crealive - opm '-PP'" MIN bJm, IN tdlfS 0(ftllU,

SOlTll'ot",'hlCh. mIght othi:.'roolSl' be o\erIoolN hlh.> hkO",.ndMI»••,beaS\mptomoisame' r\·... long as_lwIIptlr1lO11at"lkIt~m lhttwsl IkaIrlll"so.
qore bun'r Of Sl.lm<'l" fKtlOll re~t'f Tlwt....O.ll'llOt (oo'S1di'fed flok--Qlll a sahentangleon man's re.dlOll ..... lnol1ttrfirlds, lllosrnon:lmdlhrllllJ'md IIIfriDIIl
IlIlctssanll'mulual It ""as, you can lmaI;LI\('.<llroSl,.- 10 thmgs Ine'lpllC.bk ;md IlK- p.tranora mtnnslC to II(IIIlr1nlClPf 1Il1'1'1Il1J1y IrIlr«1l11M' allmllOlllVIl tllosr
Iingl.sl.,on\ltledtltll"Sf.routwe18hmgtlK-mcIuslon~ SU(hCll(lluntersClearly,opuuOIlS<lresubJeclil'e,but no lI.wl- Il/If5QtfllOl'sly a/ld ql/ll1/y In m(ll'r ,mi/JiJr

I felt rcMon.blvconfldentthatt'\·enll!eunschooled your claim th.tt you hal'e read the booI. IS one I"m Il'rfllm.l~'lfIIIlIrt!wwal1ll/ -Oms
sf bUH'r would apprectate the net'd to stock ASlffiOV, shghtly SUspLOOUS of, (You may be mtcrested 10 learn
whose work remams as popul~r as t'Vcr, and therefore that prodUction for a hIm adaPlahon was well F"'~I Chri~ Hill
gambled With hiS nomnc1uSlon, Rob.:rt A. Hemlem, advanced unhl Splclbcrg released his similar, but R,\>I.: ~ ClJll0io'f, 3 LY11dl Hill, Whll,hwrch, HQllts"
['m afraid, has not aged qUite so well, wLth murh of ratherordmary.CI'-'5f UI'lIllIIlm.} RG187ND
hIS wor~ currently unavailable And while Slarshlp MlssiOfI 1S.l hllle hardc-rlo d.lss and, indeed, rl'Sts IA, .YOU were complallling about gcthng no lelters
Tm.'/"'r5 may lCQ'lve some attention courtesy of lis more comfortably m the genre outpost that so fros- other than from romnlltlee members, I thought ['d
cmemanc counlerpart, I doubt LI "'·tll warrant Irated me.l momenl ago, Such IS hie. At heart It POSits p.tss a few comments on MaIm: III
mcluSlOO m. core stocl. IISI Ih.lt OUI rehgtouS mythology IS the~ memory of Firstly, the hsl of si &: I core stock hlles.. A strange

As tegards Gibson's N(II~Il..-n, Slmll.lr thml.m8 e-<1fa-terrestna.1 mterfermce and can. deverly, be nm:ture mdeed. I"ve read 14 of them, missulg btutg
appbed, <lllllough hIS I'I'IOl't lmpressll"e VittllllllJgftJ, I rm?1d a5 Lts own sequet, A sIeIghl of hand pulled by the fantasies, the P.ltnd. Tilley, FmsllJtl EndJIIlIl .lOO
dldtndude AndI.lgn"C,lhmo ...·ouldbenobl'tterw.y ChnstophcrPnest's1JlrAhirllMtlo."tlIII thesame)'f.lr Vlltf. Still, lTI.lny of them would be- ~l1'lOl'I! those I

=r::~era~to~~~Z~u~ des~~=.~~~~:~e:~: =~h~:::ehi?~;:::::
dttfJcull alas gwen thal ~Il bar one of Ius 1'IO\e1s .lre booI.s Wha.tmorer.mlldd'~ I Endlllste~ofRmdr:tollS W,thl!allll Still, Usles v¥y
out of pnnl TJgrrf TIgn! 0 Goodchdd lJ!OJClllJ25.l oMy a~ ,..." IkIt .,NIlrIlS !,\'Ill f1tTgIIl/lI/~ The I re-ad}ohnCostcllosartKleonCraslr WIth mtm'Sl,

C8QC;ll~alallable albeltmh.rdb.ld-nolilredhstlC Bool.seIlerJlJJk.ltmalt'llrl(Vl/~1Jrrfllllpl""IrSI bUllm.lfrald Itdoesnt change my VICWSOrt the
oplion for a boo~store ... hen compart'd 10 Solles of IIJ<V;5«rndfllrllurll1;:"v>mIlJlrlnW "A~/""k'"'" ~ubjl'ct The film may be danng and mtl!fl!'Stlngand all
mass mJI~et paperbac~s upon whlCh they relv brsl J1/Im~lJII~ 111/1"5 lhat ptrfl.'ml u'O'Il ~mll' 0/ LoIl/dr ml~hl that but lis shll pretty unpleasant ami r have no
('\emplifll'd bv Ti'rrV Pratchctt GIUlrd,1 Guard,1 IOU 111,rruI><,/I.-''I.'I'rl,,.'/';rll Irv Ihr <1,wbUl/t'r,,, -I rf'lllltl" _ desLreto Sl'\'ll Just toCOVC'f my bases Im not saYing
,L1rrCl:lly surffilS\'d IS admlttl.,J a, the best (>f 1 11)< 11 01111I t~M( rnJilll"ur _ I' 111'1 rllt SIInJ~ Q, a rOf( slarl that there IS anything wrOllg With It or It shouldn t
reJsonabk bunch F,Y/<Iml £IIJIIIIII a) the bo.'st ot a II.r 11/' JJ 1/'II,h 1"<'IJII5( III¥ "mll1l<'lll. wm!lolSf'll have been madl or that anybody shllUld be prevented
norat'ole bunch although I found It no mort' or 1& I hlll'l' mJmI rlllJ both Fadl'-Out AIIll MlSSlon _ why- from Sl'emg It but It SJust not my sort of rh1l1g
dlfhcuhlhanany6.lnLsnovcl sforolherwL5e n .... uIJw!JIIIt' bllllllllllSllwL'I'brMl~'f1"Jo:m'Jf"r5 As an aSide Ive I\oIIced that there .lre (('rtaLn

Whal dJd "balneH "'as yout sutpn5e .It my mdu IAgo ptrhaps a rtmld 15 III lHJrt I r1aS5JjW In lhnr lIS aUlhors whom II JS not am-ptable to dISlike For
SlOlI of lwo Patncl. Tillev nlles.. You style FJldMJut a5 a bld:s In tN Wlnllty SlrtlM- I W A J-latbm5Ofl //IOwld I eumple, last ye.lr I commenled on an si madl/lg Its!
"mlllOf I«h.no--thnIler With UFO overtones· .lnd I l/tough SlIpmor hi 00tl btslsdln-styk lrd,.,.J1I,i1lm III th.lt I couJdn I get oated about Fntz Leiber.lOO got
h.tve to ...onder Lf your desmpoon IS Nsed on sales The Ultimate Guide to SF D.t'ld Prillgll S6'fS l1{ F.lde- shot 00...'1'\ m flames. (NOI m the smseof 'how dare
lhemtent,.lfter.lll,of~sloc~hS! Well.lhttleresNKh Oul, ·1J'tlwsicldtlrslwtnfytJ~lJ,r/ttf,brdMmlM. 0

-------------points arising-
'~apoIogIesklflhepoorr1llfill1lC1lOlolJohnCOSI.'s

artICItonQa5ltIlMalra'23.l'IflIdlWfNlhedfll~

ot>scunty.Theafteaed~-onthelellolpage12·

rNdsas ldlows·
Ttu brCl'J1ll tt to ltle a~entJon 01 our lTlOfal guanians. who
wtlhouthavingseC!1alrameotlhefilmnseH,beganto
oenoonce~from",erya-ail~soapbol,Tt'lSonl1Jmled

IOamlJ1l1011lllheHouseolCOITIllIonsalld!heveryrtal
possi:lityot.lbanillthlsco.rrtryAllhelllTleotWl'lbng.f
has been SCleenedltutwnes byl!le &rosh Boald 01 Fbn
Ce1sorsilldcroc.e;onderspeolllancei1!helondonlilm
FeslMl OUI as.,et 1neI'e has been nodeOSm m.lOl! 10
awardlhe'*"a-l 1801fDfale nec:eswtlo"llSreIease
Westnwrwr Cwd has bimId III imI'-QfIl West End
~1riess~o.a.ernlde~UM

CllLnnslOvtsTOWy'hasCllWdal'llCheklfl'w!1se11by
notorlyde!na'lcinglhal:fleltnlSbnIed,bIAtliI
COflOIImId rfaders tloylxCl 5«lr prOl1.ds on QSt

ColrrOaTn-SI.--aSony~-goeshada'ld

GstriJuleslhetim,a'ldth.a1JamesFerman(hudottht
BBFC)resiglsbeeauS41otlh.ealTlOl.lTlot¥oOleoceon
t:inemasaeensHysteriieon\lflOeSto~andth.emedlJ

eirtusalouodltu'Sex&Wrecks'mOVlegaJrlSmpetus
Cra51liSlIOta'flO(marr,Im,ltcannotbejuOgeduSM'rg

the usual popcorn enterli ~ LS a hqlI~ sty,ised ell!fClS41 in
eXlSlent~"IHT1i1k1r.gwt'llChISOeSlg\e<lIOr:llalengeour

comtortableusum.toonsotwhatahrnlSsupposedlobe
h$mal1lell$mtedtoill-nouse cuIl~eesand

ger....-.elimbufts Tht.IICfSVetWoofJli'atydorly
senottocnwlt1blJon.see.en wflOWllbe l.Cleflr
oSsapporudbytheiml.·sli.e~aT.Thall¥i1O

aweoatelOOSq)l!~r:rKirtlelnlSlcx:l<Nusen

lnl.lCllhe_e~-asprnedl4lCO'lSJdef"~

1h.-\~'IILhc!lalsoJl!lcled"GdR)malr-snemon

p5if1d'QROUS!1eylonlS~Wel.-yIoIiJ;!hlS1l......

'Aall4*olllOrHllllSlCllpeq:lletlne~abcUtht

IrJgnfnt 01 muSIC on page 2 01 Mi!1rU 121 ~ was. ol co.ne,
thtlnl few bars 01 1>alsy, D~IS( (ralt'er dlIIIsiIy I'\aImorIsed,
I'malrad').

·The obscvIe l'101e about ,lJep/l's inability to speak Welsh
relerledtohosWICOO'e<:Illll'lslatKlnotRedMalsandGrHll
I./i!lSntoGla5M.1wrl1!.llot!1tittesinl11(llfanslat,noM.1wrtll
G!as.aSPOIl!edOlAbyAeaIWeWvnanDavelMlgtord Nev8
apologise. IIt¥el' eJpliIl15 "'epl!"s oeed he should be ~

~

'Onpagel0d.wwu-I21·JennyW~'shouIdbe

JtMyWolrnaft'ThrisIoAndteWU,Butltrlor!X**'9
tltsr:u.iIIId~lObodI.

·F"nalJtflO¥ella)QJ ... whtlhef~r:r1Udln.1l\
~lorthtlJl!lllr'5lrunblrollypDsll.wm.-t21~won'--



Fr(lm Philip Muldowner
Goldl'll Hsrvtsl. T~~I(/ftm f"'rol Rood. Lrostltigh
Cross,P/yrIIOIIl~,Pl65E5

I have been memmg to wnle for some hme to
congTillulate you 00 the great tclblhalyou havtdone
WlItI MIItrn-. Trouble IS thauSh. With the delayed
madmgs and the Xmas SdunoozIe,llK'Ver setml"d to
get round to It NI'VCI mmd. 'liS nt'l'i'ltoo late to
roe'"

I must admit a list of sf dealcrs would be vcry
useful Moslof th{'Tl\ hilve gomg so iong that they
Sl.'l'lt\tosuTVl\·e-andprosper?-bvwordofmouth.
\erv few 01 them adll'l't1s<', and ItlSqult~~ perform
ancl' ID hndmg lhar whereabouts. (k~1ers and
X"I:ond-hilnd booI.shopsSt"l'lTl tohan-'btoen my malll
'Oura of sflor a Ionghme "los/dealers' catalogues
have a large selectlOll of hardbacks al rheaper pnres
than your average Watcrstone's papcrba<:k. ThClr
papcrbarksel«llonisalsovi'l'fmuchcheapcr.

The most mteJl'Shng pickings, though, must be
found m5trond-hand bookshops. Driffsgurcie is an
UllhspenS!blt tool when V15lbng strange towns. One 01
thedrawbiKlsof5trond·handboolshopslSnoIbeulg
able to find them strange towns! Hay-oo·Wye IS
overpncedarldO\·t'fhyped,1 hil\'l' nt'o'er really tleard
anyone have a good word to say about1l. C30 for a
1932 ASIOImJmg? So what IS the gomg price then? I
have ct'rtamly seen some old pulpsat morel"Cpcnsive
pncesthanlhill,butlhenofcouTSeltalldependson
how much your ~verage 5trond-hand-bookshop

you not h~ ... Fntz Le1ber' as much as 'you olwlou$ly
hilvenotread the RIght Boolsl I hilvea feeling that
anyont who does not ll~e Ballard (.00 probably
AldlSS) rnmot re COflSIderl'd ~ True F~n. On the other
hand, I rould JUSl be ~r.moK:I- Who c~ tell? Why ~re

youJoobng~tmE'h~ethill?TheMartl.lnsareoon\lng.

the MartWls areoommg! Hmm. sorry, where w~s I?
Gaire Bnaley and Mark Plurnrner's fanzJIle re

views were great fun, but then I've greatly enjoyed
thelrfal\ZlTIl'aswell,sowhoamltoJudge"

Nlct'tore~theprofileooGaryDallJll,lhopellle

~ who wrote lTI 10 Vtfll1l' doubtmg hrs atSltna

leels vny guilty'
The slIp Nclto Jos.s.malmg for lilt BSFA IS ~ great

shame Unfortunately, the only peopk I \..now who
would be U1ten.'Sh,'\l In tlllmng arc alreadv memllt'rs
Ho,hum •
• T~lmg ~I.V Matm lUll l'I{, I hal'!' 51.11111 !VIl1IA1t1IV wllh
"","I 1'll'W l'l (lash tll",,,iI/ inp il.lllltmS I,' >JIr'IJ Crash!
~5/._roW5o."rl

)l1UrllSrJ..'OfltlrNlfII(t'tpta!Iilllyll{dlSlil:nr,Ctl'U!1l
INthors UJlrlXwJ. TItm.Tt dlSS d15lJ1/ctNlfl~ III ~f 1$ JII

rotryI1I1IIg,(lniJrllm~"tl(lTlofldrldr15tlJt.'pprornItlOll

lIf etrlam wrllm JlS 1IllI1l:m ~f' rNdtr's rommllmrrtt to
1J'(Xmlf,!Ii$yriousrlfSSarout,t,&lInrJISrtrIOmIYl!tl(;
Gi/Js.," o/ll,III,", olli'llslm 'ci/d(lIli, ri,c!lS. Bull mUSI

,1lI1/tOSSIIIIlI-ili/thlhl'wsslbJatCl'I'II<WI,;COOlureWlle
-Uilltr'SI't'Il'J'NrrUrl!roJlIl(lI'Iudl,I'lI/t(r)llJ/lftool

.1,.r,J&I""J.ndMJ~lftptT"'ps.utla"of'SldloI!l'tlS

I'lISlfl,''''IfIJrt. I..ml I(I/,ll And lIIII:Ittt PIuI,p.l DIets
rlv,1fMrlM/fl'I/nJ

H"r's loihl1 O/lrs, t..i. l(~rh • dClSt (11 11/'$ irmnrt,/tlt
J,"'b{t-NStd il~I'

F"~IIJohnOllis

SJIkIIllMIR,w,Lu/'lIJ.WlIU
Whdst reahsm~ thal M,lUfMl I<.lr1l.i11d Spdler'~ \"'''')
mayNleclwlgedbo1tw''''''I~st.tl.1Tl<'llt''lootoobl

Chns U1 hIS note at th..' st.rt of t~ Ietlt'f rulumn In

15)lk'OO 123,iI/ldllll.'prescntd."lv.letml'rl'assureOur
Le.tdt'f that I'm by nomt'ans too busy to wnte to our
(";teeml'd eduor. not that there's much pomt m domg
so. Not because, havmg already re<:rived a T-shirt
(wclully and safe/v pac~ed in old fanzmes), I no
longer (Jaw to sa" my name III pnnt The pnme
reason IS tlul l~ magWl'll'S are ~mVU1g With such
amazmg fTl'quency, I can'lleep up 1O,lh them, and
what's the use 01 an oul'ii-d.1te Ietlt'f1 Ml!lnI 111
caml' on 131Je«ombeJ. I had hatdlvopened It ""hen
numbeJ123appeart'damere4Qda~la!cr By that
standard,124shouldbefall US on 21 March: no wonder
I have a mounlamofunread booLs-mysparellffieis
fullyo«upled WIth Iht' BSFA mags.

10 ....hom do ....e humblt membt'rs owe tlus
ntraofdmarv output' Why, the O/rrenl d)'fldmK
corrurun«, so ably Itd by Ms I<.mwd Spellef Ttllyou
to plssoff. Maureen

'
Nothmg rould lie further from

my thought~ Anyway, you're bl~cr thiln me t-eep
upth.. good worl.1 eag~'rly anhapatc th!.'tlme when a
nt'w Mlt"l drops through my ll'ltt'f·oo\ earh wccl

(hns, vou rompare tht' letter column of todav
unla\'oura~lv With thilt of M1lnI to I doo't h.J,\·e ttle
zmes that f.r bad, but from memory lhe coIulTUl
""ould havehad. k.1tt'f each bme from each of Peter
Tennant, John M~rac~1 and Ken ult ISPJI (lfl.
Oml Are Madracll and Tennanl stll1 membm? If so,
whydnlluv no longer wnte

'
I know thedreadl'll Lale

Isn'l.E.!,hoithl'SE'hddcontroverstaloplnionsandso
,!:l'llerated a good many other lettl'T'S One solullon
ml,l:ht blo to off..,. I<.en ul.e a hfepl'('Sld..'IlCV (Iflhill's
Im"'lrtil/lt •.,I...ul:htorhlmlUl ....(Iwlgt'for~letterlor

each edition. Terminal diseases re-quire drashc dealer knows about sf. My heart races when 1coml'
l'eroo:ltes.. lnadentally, lhe 25 letters for Maureen's across that perfect combmahon. the de~1er who bas a
first edItion would have been respondmg to the last p1enliful supply of sf III hIS shop but has a pmonal
effort of the prt'VlOUS editor; how much feedb«k was _ contempt or ul-koow-Iedge of the~ rIM at a
there for number 6S? It seems 10 me there's been ~ roupleofquKl, and rnassesofpaperbact.ut SOp or so.
gradual dLmll\utKln over the ~ars; in the Glovers' . heaven. An .u1Jde on rollecttng would be
l't'Ign theJl' were more thiln now but fewer than before. lTIterestJng, though. I have thIS dream of standmg
Another point - there's only one way to communicate therl' on AIHiquts ROIld$IJow with the 11 copies of Air
with you: no email, no fa~, not even a telephone - just WOlld~r Sloflts m front of me and bcmg told my
bonng old lettl'l"bo~ TIlls may hilve some beanng 00 fortune. and trymg to hide my rupldlty On the other
membm' apathy. lSorry; hllJtS ~f( !w,d FflXts ~nd h.md, a dealer was advtJbSmg ~ nunt run of lhe
l'lMrIs all '-wm'I'T ht srnt l'II MlruIMl Km.:.1d Spt/Itr Bnlish repnnt edlltons of Unt- aso . ,*'s
IJulhtsu1(wMlrilllnn'F",Mltnr' -Ollsl c.Jdt to Pnlllrd CtIII«/.IbIts loo first edlllonsof PlIntf

On the SllbtKt of our edItor ....e·ve sem the rest of SIDrltS at £lOO, Ama:ms Sfonrs no. 1 ~, 115, .00 ~
thl.'~ committee slumped on the Fol~estone August 1934 ,u'fnmdmg at as. Though whether you
Sl.'afront - how about a photo of yourself. Chns

'
c:oold get that pnct'forthem ..

Natur,llly YOU'll hal'c to gl't It ~nlarged, othrrwlS(' we On the other hilnd, dealers and .second·hand
sllllslun'tbeabletoSi'l'you.G bookshopsset'lTl to be the only hope tht'fe l.S of getting
• A~(f pittillg mtp/; up' '1f IN p"", - ~ Matm ri'tT'J any demit seIecnon 01 older si. Your aVeJ'llgt dISplay
WEEK' -/btglll l(lptTlt'l1,YllwI rlTlbrrnsrllydudrd UlSrruth'sor Walerstone'slSdonunated by TV I film
by A1rPlS rormJnldmts p I lIti_ nlitmll SIll: mt l1e-lI'lS, military game-playUlg dIVISIOnS Wittun the
brrnScmlnrllOlIS, OrlllmJfIl'SS,lo~1 it~~trlly genre,OIthe latest five-mmute wonder. Our history IS

MalID: 661t1d 71l'SfS (If/fl/lil fm' S/fI/IIIl, typtf«rJ betnslost to us! Robert HemII'lJl? Theonly copy ofany
from 11() fnotr Ihlm W diffrunl wrilm. But issur 67 book by hIm that the Watmton's m Plymouth had
sh(lrM'/ , hllgt drop: 3 11iIgt'S of 1~lIm from 9 was T(I Stli/ &ylIrrd IhI SUIIst! . Wl'lI, I ask you. The
n'rrtspolldl'llts IM~urmr WOlt ., INS SUlpristd I1y IhI ultimate irony on the sad death of John Brunner is that
mml/Slll!t poslllllS I rtfmw IhlS 11mt"·~ Tlrirlg$ rlllp"JI!N theJl' were hterally no copIeS 01 his books to be bought
lllIIhissllt68r4pp. IS lrTrlmlbl droppnlnvylgtm in TlCW.SlmJor,Z,lf:ibal,11IrSl<ttpl.ootUp,~ggtdOrINI

MatmfRClpp,91mlml. Ius oovelsstill st.oo up thereWith the best of lhe
/oM t4dnI , PS rlt'flns 1"'1 /Ill .. rn lilt aWlIrultt't cmoo 01 Bnllsh sf ~ulhors. Yet is far as orduwy

pI<olflSrIJ*s rill' ~~1Shrd Ms Iwrr rmrnllg' BSfA I bookshops are CCW\'I1'Itd IllS though he had never
T·slurl. N£Il w! C#ro! Alln Glt'tIf Ms '" "I'm, BSfA euSled Name your f.vounte sf author and 10:1 you
VoIUlltt'tf" 1-5hlrl 011 (why 1ron'l'l,'I J gill (lrlt

'
hi JlSlnl Will only be abll' to find him 111 speaahst or

pm'i$IJly)',rJEli:Jl/lttl, BillirlXtllSl1wrirlgollt(l[thf second·hilnd bookshops. This is so lernbly sad. Weare
SjI/I'llJtJ D WfSl dl"$rgrl" Iosl/lg touch WIth our cultural hentage. The same IS

Ilia,'!' I~" Inrr/l/( tfln:t lIn ,1lJtl(1lIS IIr.-l( she'll' Ill( IS I lnJl'ID Ihe States.. It comes to sometlung when Mlchael
IfIlllv.1II SwanWKk IS wnt1ng a column mf&SF to rmund us 01

glonespasl.
Hffl" P'uJrpM~~ lI'II~ • Pill' >rltc1... ~/l'Il"irS, Is that ~ revIeW or .m advert blurb for TItt
mduJml 'rr.I"1 10 IlrtdanA'l'fS C'{kos,llg sfs Mrlt,sr f.ncydeJpttlll ofF,n1Rsy1 More like a paean really. In all

honesty though,l can hardly wait tohlly It Isuppow:
£4S docs seem qUite a IOI,but It IS only G more than
thef.ncycloptdifo[SF.WeshouldbegratefulthatOrbit
arealmingllapopuhstmarket.Ult wmatlTttdat the
aGdl'llUC market then presumably It wouJd be three
limes lhe pnce. IAI IlIr My Ittit. - QnsJ Am I the
only Dnem beulg WlSIfullor lheformal of the ongmal
1979 edlhon' The illustrahons ~nd Ihree-rolu/M
fonnat made It so much easlt'f 10 read.

The profile plereson md1vldualoffiClals area very
good idea. It IS nict' to see a face and personalitytoht
ttle wntten plece.Arethm~yguldelUleSgivl'Tlln

wnbng them? UllSl my C'l'fflIII)f1il1l nfllllrJfl shilltllgh, "'r
!lfl - Q:mll found Gary D.llkm lasonahng unlil I
calllt to the 'Why I like Sf' bit. oh please, not

agalll! We have lIeard 11 ~ll so many tllnes before, the
ulhmate si cbclle, WHY I LIKE SF AN ESSAY IN 500
WORDS ... aaaargh!

Are we actually calchtllg up With the USA in
ac~emi(coursesonsI1OicolltSe,tllisissomething

that the States startcd about J5 years ago,.oo now
8ft - we have two (COUNT THEM!). It really pt5Ses
lilt oH that the chattmng hterary cbsses have that
pecuharly Bnttslt snobbISh ~ltItude to sf that has
chil/lged ilnle SlOO' Kingslty Anus tned for ~ httle
respectablbty m Nw Msps (If Hr/I, nearly forty years
ago. The ~ll irs sf ifs CRAP", and if it has any
redeeming feature il IS not sf but Magic Realism,
Fabulabon, Shpstream or whilt you will. ls thi'le any
mamstreampub1Jcatial that reviewsslnow? c:>
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One of lilt J1\Ol'l' endufUlg beUy I~ughs Ull'l!mlt
weds WiS lilt re«bOI1 among IM toffl'HlO5fd
hterablo/;lrd/lllhrRmgsheoldlllgtheoW,)terstofl(>'S
'l00Beostlloolsolthe'Century' FromqlleWJnlllSthe
valxhry of the neorOSe' IOcashng ~ponIlIflS on the'
sarutv of t~ readlllg pubhc.1M wholl'r~ ....~
IIlte'l'lSe'lyamuSIIlg The' potnl be'mg tll.lil Ihtcbolct
wasJUSlnotbtlJf'Vl'd

interesting survey. though. Nulrlml flg~llI-fCllr

and AlUM" f~f1Il commg wry hIgh. Bmy Nrno W••rlJ
In IhtlOP lwenry, and ·Gormt21Ighast'sronng hIgh
For h~rd sf only DUI., and ZOOl managed 10 gt't III

Anyway. th~nks~galn for Matm.lhe hard worl. IS
appreoaled3
o Thrp'f(r/ltl The Encydopedlaof Fantasy uwIltlthrr
a /n~twl[(tralladlJt'/I:ill~sllltrndrdt(llltitlfilrltUltitl(,

and ils l~aci!lg it! Ihr IltwSplgrs ,rfi«Ird Iht impurtatlcr
c{wlmt 1"'1 is Ihrpllblishingrornl /lflhtytrlr in ~lIr firld.
VectorlslllrplacrfrCll1lsidmdlitrrarvcnticilm,alld
although J/l( bocis cdumlls /If Matm do rolllam all
adtlllJtllrr o;llpmWtl Imy /wfg(ll1rnl IS IMI l/l(y'd lit
p,rttydullll.,Ol(lutrl/thmrncrmjulldiCItll>JOrrr}""f1

FromjohnO'ilm
j OrIlmds Aw.• BM Hill, CntbTldgt. CID BEQ

After reading IMlalest tdlbOO of MrlnI,llhoughtl'd
drop you il Itni' r~'e alre.Jd,. dorKo the survty, but
twarea few potnlS I tllml. r«d msang

1) How ilbout somt'....mend meets' Not all olll5
h"e near lmdon or an .ttend lhost meetutgs, much
asl",,·wouklltle.

2)[enlOYtheartldeslnfoou,bulasJllSonlyrss
utd IWlCe ayear 11 Isoflenddflcuh to follow through a
common lmld. So why not male ff!(lls ~ part of one
of the magazlIleS? ThIS woold IIlvlle more rontnbu
hons,and 11 woold not mattl'l" If a deadlme was mis·
sed,becauseilrould beheld bad: for Ihe neJ:l ISSUe.

3}TheBSFA, in Its presenl fonn, was COOcelved in
Ketleringin1958. Weareoommguptothe4Ol:hAnrj·
versary. How about a mini<onvmttonin Keltering'

4) Inslead of an occasional look al wMt US publish.
rnareproducing, how about a romplete list every six
monlhs? A 101 of what 1read IS only available III US
editions, and lhIs lS one area in whlchlheBSFArould
do more.

Lastly. you wanted suggestIOnS aswhal sfnOYCls
pohltoa:nsshooktread WdLI'vegottwtlsuggesbons:

a}1\r SI~, foolOfl by Ken Macl.eod. As thIS IS
about. faet1Ol'llhsed Bntalll. I thlllk It 15 hIghly
tetevanl

blNrnrl«llElrly-f6lU.~

• Wlllklltrrr.trllOpMns /(I1rJtt1,t Focusllll'tII~"thr

OI~"'S-:IIltS.JromlhtnrIlISSWlt1'/topt'I',,"Malm

UI/Ol''Y.roIIIIPllljtOttltItrForusl(JItll, "OuIOfFIKWS"
1Vr'1" bml Ilrmi:mg ~r 5011II' Ilmt I/lolrr ays of

ctlrbnltmglhtBSfA'sfOllr 'IItlir'rnll"ry -oIhtr llIalll1y
Clllllrilrutillg to its mrd-Ilft crISis, IlIat IS. RUIlIl'Il:.
W/I1)(IllfOll .. Wld/lYOIl~lltlrmi'?WOlI14yt1l1/rr
illlmsltdill' BSfA·rllll CllIl!

A compirt{ lisl of US-pubiiWJ sfand FllllfSY WlJuld lit
a Ilugr ulldrltakillg.alldwrsimpiydotl'I Irave tlrrroom.
BUJ I'll do my btsl to imp'(M Ill, cwrragr, - Chris
WE A.LSO HEJ\RD FROM: Andrcw M. Buller, Sieve
Jeffery. Dominic Ryder, Alison Soot! ([ lhink - lhe
51gnaturt is unde~r!), Sue Thomas, Julie Venner,
How.td W.lls, and Roger Wilson. Thanks 10
eve'f)'body,and keep lhoseletlersconung!0

-----------competition extra-
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gels O~ h~ hu~·1iiop and X·Ray Spe<:s and
kloks backwards in tirne al Tun Burton's

~lesllealure,basedonallllltro~lselol

Irndngcardsliielly~uedinl963

Popromand~~-0ta?

Bubblegumandblood, ~YOlJplease

GA~Y DAtKlN

1950sS1[Vl'r saucers leaving thl'c.rnals (ll() of Mars
and heading for Earth m triangular formations. The
sequencr IS one 01 l'Vl'J increasing scall',asship
becomes ~uadron beroml'S fleet. Acrompan}'UIg
this IS a stn~ently martial thl'llll' by Danny FJfm.ln,
complete With (synthesised) thl'Jemin, [I is musIC
Bernard HemnaM might haVl' written. and wllh
the silver ships 00 screm takl'Sus righl Nd 10 thl'
first Hollywood si da.ssK ollhe SOs, Tht Dwy lilt
urllr stOtJd Still

The Maflan Amlll",'" deIM!. fralema! ""Wig; 10 U. US Congress

/

"''ENTT05EIMlrfSAII«b.

I

WlthI
W

Oprerort«'I
V
ed ~ii~=~i~;~~~~nooOlU. That whm Tlm 8urton grows up he wdl

probably mall'J great film, and that lh.efilm I
wasaboulloset'dl'fTlOllstratl'dsomcthmgwhlCh
IS culTl'l1lly vl'I)' wrong WIth Hollywood: rh"

willingness 10 repeatedly 1n~'\"St the bIggest budgcts
In the most tnvlal proll'rtS MUf)t\I/Qcls l reputl'dly
cost S10 million and IS b.1Sl>d (~l ,1 S('T1t'S of
bubbll'gum tradmg {ard~, Thrre has I'l bt' som,'·
thing senouslv aml~~ wht" fllmdom's fuwsll"lcnl,
Cfl'dIIVl'dlldtt'l:hlllC,lI.IS!obt'!oundellgag,'dlll
bnnglllgSl,lchmal('naltorhc$(feen The Salurday
Maim\'!,' has t,'~m over the world

HapPIly, LfTlm Burlol1 hasn'l t.'\actly grown I,Ip,hLS
nl'W fj[m does show how a gt'TIl,IlJ1l'[y m5plred and
umqllcly talented director can, from the most
llnh~ely and unpromlsmg ntatenals, creall' an
entertamlTlCf11 Wh1Ch llas at the vtrj least a dlSlaff,
thrnugh-thl'-lookmg'gJaS5~mdolg~atn& I Will
state here thilt [ llan~n't Sl't'Il all of Burton's films.
tllat I'Vl' nl'\'l'J betn among hIS fans, tllat J'Vl' Ioog
thought he hasn't d clue as to how 10 sustam a
IIolrrahve, or, excrptmg EdIDlIJ S<lS5iJfhll,rJ5,create
char.Ktl'lSan audll"rlCf can carr about GLvmall
lhat, Mln lttJ«tsf !Sby far thrbfst TLm Burton film
[ha\1'Sl't'Iltodate

After tlus brealtltaklllg start the filmse«les down
for half m hour to mtrodlKt' the alJ..stir Gist. ThIs
slow - by modem rommemaI standards - sectIOn
IYsmet With mudlmhasrn,but Lt works to lhe
film's Jdvmtage. By tlw time the Ktim starts we

ThtcngNI selcl55ani5waslSSUldl1 li63tJ,Toppa,"US knowenoughaboulwhoaUtMpeopIemotofrollow
Openmg ...,th .m hoowgl.' 10 ("tlt EII(PtlNlm <If /1It IlotiJIe9.rn aI1lpiIII)' llrsIrO.nm was lmled to, few Ed Coat thetr I/lCTt'.olSIIlgly unlikely adicns, il not With
TJrml KIIIJ. III WhKh r"her than a spiK«raft :S~":.':es:,;:::nnl~~~.~ COI'ICftT\, then at least with ~bIe mterest.
appearmgo\'l'l'thenNd ltJdmg to the crest of a hilI, tIlr p'edcabIe~ lhallherSllll.1Jbec¥DltIlr moll expen$I'I'I Though ttus IS not m actors' film, It IS hm that
ahcrdofbumm~«Wo~aetslSaSUltablvsurrraland ~c:oIectadellOMpOllScarG_l$$iJlldbyhcompa'ly Burton scores With his uar-studded Gt$t. There
NJ-t.JSt1.' a[t,"TIYhn' - f'l'rNps thi.' ~onml1\l.'lll l.erlll<uwm wasmt Wlller cl tll! -.,., a 'fO.I191'!W1~ nught be bummg rows in Mlrs A/Ids! bUI then-
muIJ learn <omo.'lhUlj: i't""1hl, B5£' - Burtoo !Wed or WoDdrG8nan TallPS5pA1bh1r'hltladpr-..str, artnosarndonf5,andm~pen't'l'StdehghtlSto

eIIaMI5hl~ that Ih,) I~ ~~ to be a oo-hoIds-barnd ootWked on Ihe~~ 'CM WlI ani5. Bob P(MIII be had from figunng out which of tM major names
<po'l"t.lde 1n.., IS mn~ bv a VlrtuClSO mam-Iltk" al!Wfle SoCenI!$. nI Ncrrn~ lid .... eaIcu'I1g Will male Lt to lhe md btles. Bwton derimates his
""'I1k~ ....hldljearuresancreasmgnumbend\'f'IY '---- -.J charxtm,starsbrusbemgnosaleha\WL



Those Jmong the ~udien(~ who have nohced the near-supt'rnatural
survival skIll of family canlnCi in recent blockbusters -lndflll'll.ll'lIft
Day, TU'lstr',JI Tim! To Kill and Daylighl being lust fourl'xamples 1II the
last nine months of pictures in which sentiment and f~ar of giving
offence has saved the doggy overronsiderations of plot and plausibility
_ will take a certain wry r.ahsfaction in th~ semI' in which a Martian
turns his ray gun on President jack Nlcholson's beautiful golden
rl'triever.

Plot? Well, Burtonstlll can't do plol. But here it doesn't matt~r. What
hJppen.s plays out Itke M'l/Ity PythM Mwls the MQr/iQus, with just as
much inventiOl1 as that mythical picture, If not as much laugh-out-Ioud
memmenl. There IS even a subtle reference to Python when the
President's cynical teenage daughtt;'l" echoes Enc Idle's "Universe Song"
(from MOllt.~ PythQll's Ml'lminK "f Lifr), suggesting it's a good pb there's
intelligentlileinspacebecau~theresurealn'tnonedownhere

An allemahvedescriphon 01 Burton's film would have ilas the bad
taste remake 01 Illdf,,,,,,,lmc! [lIlV The best answer to that IS that Ihe
"Ims would make a perfect double-bill MM.' JlI/~('b' hasn·t 'lulte th,'
\'astnl'SSof~aleorthelhfllllnge\hllaratlOnoftheearllerfilm,but1115

glcelully Inl'enhve, wltlyand tremendously welJ.<:rafted,wlth bolh eyes
on thefuIlClllcma>eopescr~1 (Ifs Burton's first venture Into thiS
format). Always a Visually IntenS\' dtreclor, much of his preVIOUS work
has looked ·cr~mpt.'d' In mere wldescreen - particularly the daustro
phobically grey studiO ~t of &/mull RfllmlS - while here he has the
chance to literally strctch out his visual imagination, [n doing so he
offers many lreats, including several images which dazzle even Ihe
FX-jaded millennial filmgocr. An absolutely enonnous crowd gathered
to greet a landmg spact'Ship, seen from directly above, a dozen or more
helicopters flying far below, and from above that the saucercraft descen
dtng,Splrndidlyanimated50s-styleMartlansturningraygunsonupon
thl."asscmbll."d US Congress. The disembodied heads of Pierce Brosnan
and Sarah-jcsSJca Parkerdedanngetemal love for each other. There are
many others. MarsJlllacks! isa chocbox of visual dehghts, packed with
centreswhlCheilherlgnor~orinvertallthenpectedconventions

Givrn all the agreeably comIC-book ickyness, Burton gels surpriSingly
dl'C\'ntpcrformanccs from hIs cast, Nicholson plays it straight as the
rationalPrcsldentwayoutofhlsdepthBrosnanisfineasaveryEngIish
>eientist steiger dehberately evokt"S memont"S of Or Strangeloveas a
general With a particular enthusiasm for nukmg everything. And Tom
)onesas Tom jones perfectly captures the psychl'dehc,trangencss ofil
all wltha !JJ.sneyesque rendition of "It's Not Unusual", which ""on'tbe
beheVl'deV~n when It has b..'I'I1 SI"I'I\

On top of alllhls are the CCI Marhans them~lves Thl."Y are splendid
creations, malevolent mlschief-n\~kers With their brams outside their
skulls and an athtude hke mterplanctary gremlins. The Implication is
that advanced technology doesn't for a minule equate with moral
advancement. These alirns act like tourists in other sproes' misery,
destroying for the sheer hell ofil,bel::auS\'they can, and because it's tun
We've seen the world destroyl."d many times before on >ercen, but
perhaps nel'er With such Wild C'I1thusiasm Illdl'/lI'lIdmc( Day allowed us
toreve! In thedestruchon, sale in the knowledge that the President
would save the day, Here the forces 01 the mightiest nations are as
nothing, and the urth IS saved by a wheelchair-bound lady m h~r

nmi'lles!

Mar, Allafb l flopped m America, and by the time you read this WIll
probably havl' done the same here. Certamly no one I have told about it
has shown the slightest Interest in the picture, for which the poor
trailers are, I suggest, at least partl" to blame CII'l'!1the commercial
failure of so ~xpenslve J feature the stUdlll~ (an hardlv ht' blam.-d fllr
reverttngtofonnula,lfthlssummerthepubltcbegll1st\,tltl.""fendll~

Imagination-free sequels they have 11(\ one tll blame but thelTIsch,'S.
M~anwhtle, catch Mars Jllta(ks.' ....hlle you can The small screen \\'111 kill
It dead.

-CuuyDalkml997

/,fP$ Altact$!(jreaed by Tim Burton. Screenplay Jonathon Gems. Dtreaorol
Photog-aphySuschitzsky.MusicOannyEttman
Cast:Jackl'fcholson,GlennClcse,Annelle6enWlg,PtefceBrosnan,OamyDt!Vrto,
Ma.rtinStlort,Sara~ssicaParkEr,MchaelJ.Fol.RodSleiger.TornJ«les.

Cinelnascope {anarnorp'lie 2:35-1), 105 minJtes,Cer1PG

-------radio--..2'

AWizard of Earthsea
BBG Radio 4, 26 December 1996, 120 mins. Direc1ed by Janet Whitaker. :::D

Dramatised by Ben Coules trom the novel by Ursula K. Le Guin. ~
Music by David Shi~on & Nick Russell Pavier. ffi

Cas!: Dame Judi Dench (Narrator), Michael Maloney (Ged), Mark Burroughs (young ~
Ged), Ric!lard Johnson (Dra!JOfl 01 Penoor), Emma Fielding (lady Serat), cmen a.

Meredith lOgion), Robert Harper (Velc!l). Chris Pavlow (Jasper). Sf
m

You'd think It wlluld be the perfect play, What ~ comblllahon: lIItemational is
bestsclhngnovel-JlWl:n,doffJlrlhSill,writlenbylopfantasyauthorUrsulaK,Le ~

CUIn, dramahsed for radiO by. aert Coulcs, who has sucC'CSsfully dramatised,all of g
the~~~:~~ ~~~~ ::~:~i:r~:~I~~~:I~;~~: ~~: ~:r~rl:;::~;~~~~ ~
ASa'lulckrecapforanyonl."who'sbeenIivinginthrdarkagcs,AWiZjl,dof ril

falthsra (1%9) IS the first of four novels III the 'Earth~a' ~ries. The second, Thf Tombs (If
Jlll1~",waspublished III 1971,andthelhird, ThtFarlhf$/ ShOlf, m 1972. This was

lollowed by a break of eIghteen years before TrlWl111 was p\lbhshed in 1990.

The 'Earlhsea' series can be seen as acycle of life. Wi::smf deals with malecoming-ol-age
(m the person ofCed), growing up, and Ced's initiation into wizardry. Tombs draws on
th~mes of love and sex and lemale COming-of-age (renar), and Shorr was to be the hero's

last and greatestadventureasCed,nowanold and wise wiurd,takes on ayoung
apprentlC~ and thus fulfils lhe cycle of life, But ~Ighteen years I~ter heappeared again in

Tfhallu - now haVing lost all his powers he is back in his town of Conl- who is the
novel's actu~1 hero(ine), h~ving first appeared in Tombs.

As WIth many of Le Gum's novels, she has played with opposites to create a complex
structure of metaphors and symbols. The most prominent contrasts in Wi::ard are light I

dark,lile Ideath,and most importantly good ICVll,whichissymbolised throughthe
heroCed and "a shapeless mass of darkness",the shadow

Ged IS a "mage" (an artist), and everything you could want from the hero 01 a fantasy
Heisactweratherthanpaslve, he imtiates rather than observes, and is alwayshooest
and courageous, He has human frailties too: he's brash,vain and headstrong,butitis
thlscombin~honthathelpsJl WI::ard,I/EtUlhSi'tl bea tale full of lessons to be leamed,
though without preachmg, and helps ronvey a reahsticdepictionofa fantasyworld

(It'5 strange consldenng Le Cum's large feminist follOWing that there are few women's
roles in Wl:n"f (and indeW many of her novels), and none with any real power. It IS not
ncccssanly J requirement of a female author to mtrodure J strong femJle role, Jnd I am

ccrtamlynotadvocahngthatthereshouldbeonecategorylorwntersandanotherlor
women writers. But it is interesting, nonetheless.}

The novel's 10015 is the struggle between Ged and a 'Shadow', which relentlessly
pursues him. However, as in this dramatisahon both Ged and the Shadow are played by

Michael Maloney, ~ link is made between. the two. Ced had to wail an hour and 20
minutes to realise that the shadow was the evil within him, but the listener had worked

that outlrom the cast list in RIldioTimts

Ged first discovers the spell which can "summon up the spirit 01 the dead" when he is
looking for aspell toimprisoo the Lord's Daughler. Adark shadow appears andonlyhis

master, Ogion, can gel rid of it. Ogion wams that thE' spell can only be used in peril of
your power and your life, but when Ged casts the spell again itlS inorderto impress his
fellow tramee wlurds. On bolh occasions Ced unleashes the darkness in a foolishly vain

attempt to Impress others, and isonlysavl'd 001'1' he undl."rstands the shadow'stroe
nature. For once you know som~thmg's true name you have power over it

Inevitably wilh abndgmg and dramahsing anovel there is much thal is lefl out. What
is emphasIsed here is not the advenlure of Ced "searching for an enemy hedid not

know, and a pl~ce he could not name", but a slower JOurney, a JOurney of dISCOVery,
focusingonthelessonshehastoleamalongtheway:theneedforindlvidual

responsIbility, recogmsingand aVOldll1g folly, the search lor selfandobedlencl'.
Thereforethlsdramatlsationcameacrossmoreasacautiooarytalethanoneofthe

fantastlC.Thlsw~shelghtenedthroughjudIDench'scalmingandauthontativeNarrator

The 'Earthsea' novels have remained popular through their simplicity andpassion
Theycontalnalltheelementsonercqulresinafantasy~wizards,swordfighlS,sorcerers,

ClIchantresses, demons, fights for lives, heroes and dragons-withoutgetting bogged
downllltiresom~debatesongendcrandscxuality,ltgoesbackloreassuringbaltles

belween good and evil and theever-prl'SCllt need to maintain the status 'luo. But [think
that those who ~re passionate about th~ scnCi may have found this dramatisatlon loo

slowandpassionless. ..J
-Clfl/mCh<'SJli,(1997
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AS Phijp Muldowney notes in his letter OIl

page 12, sf is in danger of losing its heritage,
IWh an enormous number of books - many
regarded as classics of the genre - out of
print. If you're lucky you'll live somewhere
with a good number of second·hand book·
shops (I'm pretty well-served in Leeds, ID!
example), but /his • probably exceplicnal_
Which is where your friendly mail-order
dealerromesin ..

Here is a selection of mail-order suppliers.
most of whom deal primarily with sf I fantasy
I horror and carry substantial serond-hand
stocks. Please note that no endorsement of
their services or reliability ;s implied,
though the facl that all of them are welJ.esta
tiished counts in theu favour. Indeed, if
you've deaft with any of them in the past and
have romments to make, either positive or
negative - or know of other similar dealers 
I'd De very interested 10 hear from you

If you're after speatic books, it's also worth
remembenng the free sman·ads III thrs very
magazlOe, whJch - ClCCaSKH'lalfy to the adver
tisers surpnse, shame on them ~ really can
walk. Thanks fo Christine Kovach and
Chris Hill I now have a copy of Brian
StabJeford's Paradox of the Sets, and thanks
10 John A, Spencer I also have Ghastly
Beyond Belier. Just send your ad 10 me at
theeditol'laladdress,

ye¥J.andspeaksallllWlXIlI'IWiicnsllldtlOsedtheGhosl
SlOlYSocIetyHewriteslOO.,.;msome30~Slones.

artideSindr8YIewsl'lvariou$m~.heSlysnisline$t

achHlvemenrwas 10 ac!lieve proleMional publication with a shor1
stIllY 11'1 Alc:hiltd Dalby's Ilar!bilct anthology V,mpWi! Storit's.

Aswelas .. ab1dt'9 piSIlOll tor sI,I¥IlaS)' andllonOl he's
"iIIsonlerestedl/lliknsndetlClMl51ones,alrelleaedlllm
YflfYwel-proQadcaulclp$,lssuedall8ull\lllC8ayear He
~1e$1Il~malenal,apwllrornsomeUS

'll'pTUsutiluMhmlHoust_There'$edIanaIllIa:i!r~

hlJel'e.J'lgoand_[~IIWiltIo'lreadthebook

~'f'NI5~lIIdhiYe'llNdsell1ic¥wredta-r;e.').1IId

a vaned and alpOl.lSly imOWed Slockli:51 fl'lJTlloids d si
pa~il£l50locol«1OfS·deml.5eI'n·sleaze

papertlac:ks 10 a ~r.e seleclion 01 pulp magawes. PrICeS low 10...~
POSla9l! altoSl.t4rwnI.m Older cs NontlAmeOcan

custome!ScanpaYYliKiItl'sUSagert.de.ilertidlCerto

•DrMmbeny wo..BootI (AS, 2Opp: free)
233Mint~Manttlesler,M141WG

Tel:016122629l1O
taeDon - 'S3yearsold,Sa:ilbsh. lIfIc:IlI'IanWnI" -nnshs
~-twlsedJTlai..orda"encerpnse,andi$$ul$acalalogue

(lIHx4Jnmoreotatanzine,rnJy)I!Yf1f'/WJPItotmordhs
MlIe says roe'$larted DW about 1980 as a seMce 10 users 01
Mard1esler'sGrassRooIsBookshopwt1erelt!1enworl\ed.TIXIk
~ with me whe!1 I was lul1ed oullwo )'Nil liler, and .'s beer!
p1gMls.nce·fThenameiscleMdlromlhe~cxmt

SlIlp,WlIhwhdl Iwas rUluated ill IheWne-can' SW!dlrrt1li.
b.crmSll.O.WIlhIl')·OreamberryWredNIs~.books-

Mle MS IlOneresl., calW:$llOlll'lllflc:l cklnn' eilTYnutI
Il"IIlliaIlHlmatenal.M .... ublr9allrgtrunberolrw
lIfIc:IsectIlId-Iland~boobllflc:lllllgW'll'S.hcalaloguehasa

re.parlell_c:oUmwhn~chaM~,cames

j:lJblslwJgnews and book rIV!eWS{lhese are IlIdependen1 and
oobIa~andnotanaldlOsaI,,-therl'YleW8l"Sarfrdalraldto

sa~~ abocMlstirl\s), andal$OrunsoceaSlOOallI"Il~ews liSl
NoYember AttCy Darlinll:on talked 10 SaI'OyBooks'Daoo &itIon,
aufu 01 LordHorrotandtailea tor I'IIS lrOtble

Usedpapertla(isaredleap,Wllhmilll'f~t2flh\flOlth

I'IIllIngIlil_WllhpostagelhsLSstlctlNl*tlanmany
non-speoaisl 5eCXWld-hard bookstclpsl. HarlIlUs ale
~AllwcdlecWile5,l:Uf1NdlalslllClllly"llllll

INdetJ.not~.)'lll.rbuylromrra..)'CIUlgellle

~1f.,bt.la5lbcosls£1p1a.
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brian stableford
on the genesis of (jenesys

~
HMlf..'lHl TO NAGlSE WCl'Iom.b the human UIl<lglll,lt!On lws always
~rtfd 10 chllneras. The gnffms. spllm\cs and mantKorcs. of anoenl
mythology - many 01 whIm were SCJUpulou~y recorded III thl' HIS/orM
N"tunllrs of Phruu$ Secundus (bet11.'T lnown nowadays as 1'11111 the
Elder) - havebem regularly supplt'fllef1ted by the lI\venlJons01 Ialer

wnters, such as Anoslo's hlppognff Whro H. G. Wtlls required monstrous
Martlans tus Instinct led him 10 combine lhe rt'Jluls,~-e features of lhe
most-loathed IJl5eClS, rephles and molJuscsWllh huge,acrusativl'eycs - an
eumpk' fo!Jol<"ro by hundreds of 2Oth-century sf \\'nlers and InOVIl'-malrn.

TheromplJallOll of such d\lmeraS had !\Oneed 10 observc Iht' hmllatIQlIs of
bIOlogICal posSlblhty b«<luse no one knew where those hmllsffilght lie. EVl.'I'l
now, when thl' mySlenous worJ..mgs of DNA are In the process of gradual
eluCldahOll, we know very little about the processes by winch one nny
t>gg-a'1I turns IlstlflI1toan oslnch,anotherII1tOa whal~and a third mto a
human bemg, W~ speak vaguely of 'genetic bluepnnts', but we do not know
howthl'analo~lcal blueprint rnlght be encoded mto our genes (If It IS),nor
how It might be 're~d' (If I1 IS) bv the ('lll'e1opmg embrvo TIllS Ignorance has
not. of cour!oe. prel'l~ltl'Cl uS from produclll~ ,1(tlla1 ,hlm"ras bv mmghng the
genes of Shl"l.'p "nd go,'I~, or mlc~ and rat~ The POSSIl>lhtll"5 Me prob.Jbly
~dless,andltlsanear-<ertallllYthattheprocl."SSl':;ofspecles-productlon

"mployed III nature Will~ be supplem"l1ted by human d<'Slgns of which
n.aturl'kno",'snothmg

l! mIght, olcouTSe,bedlfferent eIsewhere. All we k.now ol'nature' is a single
tvolutlOnary sequmce, we have no Olher erospheres, as yet,with which to
compare OIIf own On other worlds orbltmg other stars, nature migllt have
stumbledonallk.Lndsoltnd,sunrepresentedhere,Wehavealreadylearned
the lesson that most of the tncu t«lmology can do were turned long SIfICl'

5i.Irrrr,w,r m fhe natural ",'orId, It therefore St't'fI1S probable that anythll1g
gmetK engmeers on do on Earth wlll alreOldy have been done SOIMdrtrr in
the unIVerse, Without mtelllgent aid We are, at least, fm to speculate about
suchmaltftS,

For v.anous rusons. part commerCIal and part IChosynmtK,1 deaded lit IOQ)
that [ wanted to prodUCl' a soena fiction novrl heavtlv camouflaged as .a
fantasytnlogy I wanted 10 """,ea planetuyl'Om.lnrefe.atunng \·.agabond
pnnces, ad\·enturOlls pnnct'SS<'S, \'ahant ~",·ordsmen. cle\·er merchants,
gwnls. mercurvl Serpmts, "'·tSe 5.1lam.andm, fl\ioT\·e1lous forests, Spangled
lNstrts Cmtal CltIts and - abol't all - rnonst~ galore I net'ded chlflK"ra5
.u1d 11M:'N,.,;f<;(lmtllndofbIOlogK- holO"{'\('f slight and unobtruSlW
",·hleh nught account lor lhe Nstone.. 01 chuneras and ahord lhem a
partICUlar S1ptlfM;-allC\" wlthm ttlt ~oIullon of hfe, not merely on thell' own
lO"orkt but lO"llhm a puter Um\"lnal Scheme 01 T1ungs. I tool. what
mSf'lr.ahon I rouJJ trom Phmus5e<'undlls, and set out 011 an odyssty 01
,"ploratK'll ,lnd r\pL:mahon coocealtd wlthm ttlt odyssey undmalen by my

l

Durer: detail from Triumphal Arch

lagabond pTlnCt'S. ambitIOUS pnnct5ses, ere. etc. That quest reaches ItS chma~

III Chmlrla') (,~JI... the condudl11g volume of the three-dl'C~er novel Grnr5l1S,
whlchl~gl.'f1dwillpllblt$hIrlMayl997. .

Such quests, alas, always tend to resemble the PllTSultol wild get'Se more
than they restmblt the search for the Holy Grail. No matter how heavily
camouf!agedsaencehctlonmaybe,ltcannOlretainanysubstanhalmeasure
oIratlonalres~S1bil1tyandsrillachll~vethenealnessandmoralpurityof

whICh fantasy 15 capable All soenre-ficttonal quests have an element ol
fut1llty, but that does not mak.e them pomlless or uninteresting; they JJIIght be
regarded as chuTlmcal entities themsdves, fusmg in<ornpatible aims and
melhods lI1to a remarLableblll Ill·fithng whole

It IS only lit fantasy that a dllTla~ really can settle all matt~ OOtstandUlg and
put tverytlung to nghts, It IS only m fanlasy that Iuppognffs can actually fly.
Because It IS ooly camoul1agfd asfanlasy, 1115 possmIe thal 5OIlle' readers will
be dlSappomted byt~ ookolnt 01 (Jumrn's Cndlr, wtudl settles very little
and ftaturesonly lightweight flym.l hopr there will be at least as many
orherswoo wdl hnd It Ultngulllglysatlsfactory m offenng a gbmpse 01 a
UI1I\·ersal Scheme ""hKh reqUires no tidy sett\emelts .011 aU, nor any u1hmate
nghllllg 01 all permwd wrongs. I would hle to belM'Ve• .011 any rate, that
P1l11ll6S«undllSWOllldha\"tfoundllfascmatll1g

-OBfIllIlStIlNqlniJ997

ChimHa'$ Cradle 15 ct.oe from LegMdn May, price £15.99; the first I'Wo
IUlmeS. Serpent's Blood and Salamander's Fn:, are avaiable" paperback.
8nan'SIlOW!l!a ~liJngerandEcstasrolVartp!'S·woothe 1996 8$FA
AwaId, and the sequelappeilfed IIIlntetzone n .1atMJary and FetnJaiy.



-----------------comics-

I
TLSNOWTW Yf),RS smce Fran~ MIller smglr-handf.'dly created the modem Batman
lIldUSI.ry, It IS an inro.lltToVl'rtible.f3dthatifll,Wl.'fI"llOlforlheh.ugeintemahOll."
success of Balnl/m: Th~ D~rt Kmghl Rtl~rtls ID 1986, both as limIted series and
graphIc novel. there would be no Batman movies, no Batman arumated TVsenes,
nosucressful loylme. and the current range of Batman comics would IIavea

rompll'lelydifferenlromplexion.

[briefly met Miller, althe time, althi' UK Comic Art COIwmtion in London. What
he said IS a distant memory (I don't read COmJCS much these days) but the
COllversalion Ihad With another Amencan that day h.as sluck in my mind ever since.

I was talking to Gary Grolh, the head of the Fanlagraphics line, and part way
through the chat soffirone asked him about Frank Miller, and h.e said: "Ask kim
whyDorkKnighlissofascistic."Here'slhenews-allsuperherocomic;arefascistic
Anyone who exerts COIltrol over another human being by means of superior
strength or power is faSCIstic Most crime fiction has an element of the fascist about
it - the WISh to 'deal out justice' without the tedious recourse to due process IS
deeply rooted In our rulture. WitnesS the 'Dirty Harrv' movies. Dirty Harry and
Mngrmlll F,I',"!, are actually a diSCOUrse on thiS POUlt, but the movies that followed
themaredemonstrahonsofa socll"lal wlsh·fulfilment rel"enge fantasy .

What Miller did was make tht> nature of the Batman exphot rather than tmphcit
DarkKlIIghlisslmplytheBatmanmythosstrippeddowntobasicsandhot.rodded,
and probably the best superhero comic ever. The Batman of DIIrk Knight is in his
fifties, Robin is dead and BruceWayne has not been Batman for teo years. Miller
transplants Batman to a near future where society has brokl'll down, gangs rule
Gotham, and the presence of a 'fascistic' Batman is almost justified, But what
actually causes Wayne to take up cape and cowl is the re-emergl'llce of one of his
gallery of arch-enemies, Two-Face. Batman's reappearance causes another enemy to
awakefromcat;Jtonia-TheJoker.

Miller realises that thCJl.' IS nothmg reahstic about Batman or his world - we are
dealing with archetypes here, exploded elements ofa smgle psyche. If Two-Faceisa
reminder and renection of theschizophremc nature of the Batman, thl'll The Joker is
malign fate incarnate, as the Batman is retaliation incarnate. In dealing with the
murder of Bruce Wayne's parents, and his incarnation as the Balmman, Miller adds
a mystical note-perhaps the Batman isa host for some force beyond him,aslater
Batman says of the (dying) Joker, "Somcthmg in him rustles as It leaves:' The
Identtficatlon betWl'ell hero and villamlS expliot Two-Faf(', although cured, sees
himself as permanently scarred, At their confrontatlon, The Batman sees "a rtj/n:tlllll,
Harvey.A ren('{!lon:'

Talk of the future Imphes science fiction, bur Dark Knighl tS as much of its tlme as
1984 was of Its. Around the crntral psychodrama of The Batman a darkly satirical
world unfolds, A presldentJal figure who is obviously Reagandmrlstheactionsof
the the "last boy scout", Superman, mterfering In other countries' business
(Grenada, anyone?), unwittmgly pn.'Clpitating an electromagnetic pulse which
disrupts all el('{trieal power on Earth Gotham descends into anarehy and Batman
must save It

Throughout, the art complements and somehmes exceeds the story's ambition
Miller has desIgned a monumental Batman, logically enough alter lorty years of
weight trainmg. HIS Alfred is a rake of a man, sarcasm etched mto his posture
Gotham is the urban city of mghtmares, MIller's control of storytelling and multiple
narrative, honed in the successful Damf<'llil series for Marvel Comics, comes to
fruition here, in a hammerlock of words and art that has rarely been equalled. Lynn
Yarley virtually inVl'llted tht'palette used meolouring modem comic books m lhis
series, and KlausJanson'sharsh,honed-down mksdescribe the shadows of Gotham
mdark,eerie,delail

UltImately Th, Oarl Kmghl R(/ums cannot be summed up in terms of its story, Its
theml.'S or Its art. It is an unusual beast. a graphie novt'1 with longt'vily,capableof
bemg read and reread,because 01 the mtertwlfllflg of all these eleml'llls, the sheer
density of plot and narrahveand lhelt'avenlllgtouehofblad,humour

If you have room III your heart for one, and only one, graphie novel. you should
make it this one.

- C Pt!" DiIlOlI·P~rkt, 1997
A special hardback anniversaryedirion ot Frank Mifler's Batman: The Dark Knight
Returns was published by Titan Books in December at £29.99, with 28 pages of new
sketches, anewintroductian by Mifler, anda newccver by MillerandJanson.
This article originally appeared in CrimeTime magazine

peter dillon-parker
marks ~e tenth annwersary of ~ank miller's seminal graphic novel,

batman: the dark knight relurns

FOUNDAIIOM
the international review

of science fiction

BACK ISSUES FOR SALE!
FowrdatiOlI is having a one-off sale of back issues, Do
you want to benefit from our storage problems? The
following issues arc available: 21. 23, 24, 25, 27 to 45
and 47 to 62. Brief details of the contents of these are to
be found at hnp://www.rdg.ac.uk/-Ihsjamse/fnd.htm. or
write a cheque to "Foundation Journal" and send it
straight 10 Andy Sawyer. Science Fiction Foundation
Collection. University of Liverpool Library. PO Box
123. Liverpool L69 3DA. UK. Single issues are £2 each:
ten issues for £15. Postage is extra: in the UK 60p for the
first copy, and 40p for each subsequent copy: overseas
£1 for the first copy, and 70p for each subsequent copy.
If you wish to pay in US dollars, multiply by 1.6 (7Op is
0.7 of a £!). Foundation is published in the UK by the
Science Fiction Foundation with the support of the
Friends of Foundation (Registered Charity no. 1041052).
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I
HAY! GREAT NOSTALGIA for Sla, Wars. and ha\'~ set'II all thl"l:'e films a number of
hmes on \'Idro, bUll hadn'l 5e\'ll It In ,1 CLnC1lU for tightM'! and a half vea~. 1

Sl't'1l1 to rt'Call r dldn', approoare It much b.lcllhffi anyway. I was a bIt con
ceml'd about whal the)'lllJghl have done 10 It 1J\Ih('{ourseofrhcrestorahon
(tartl~g up) process. If they WCre trylng la make It compel" with. say. /I,drprrld.

(1Irr[)Q~mofdertoallri\(ttheYoofofTodayJwasn·tffil1relysurel'drerogfilselt.

WelL Il'S 1101 thaldlfferenl. There'sShlllotsofswashbuckhn.ll,somegood laughs
(although not quite as many as the under-tens l/I the audienceappearro lothink
there were), TIlce spaceshors. Luke Skywalker's still too short to be a hero, Han
Solo'sshJlgorgeou5,PnncesslciastillllaslheslllieslhairstylelJ\lhegalaxy.Darth
Vader srems a bit less scary now that I'm nol €Ight, but still has a cool cloak. What
they have actually changro falls lIItothreecategones:

1) Rrstortd bits: the main example of which must be the scme with Han Solo and
JabW the Hull befort' the MlllennlUm Falcon leaves Moo ElSlry (see cover). ThiS
wasn't t~bly Impressive; there were mCOOSLstenCl('S With Jabba's appearance and
behavIOur lIIRt!Unlll!,ht!Nl,the meetmg dOl'Sll't ildd anythmg to the flow of the
plot, and It may make SoIo's motiVahon 1Il Tht EmplTf 51rib &let a bLt harder to
understand. But It does mal.e the cuts belween otherwLse \'ery qUid scmes5e!ml a
bit It'Ssawkward,and It wasmre toh.a~'ean ntJa mllluteof Harnson Ford I'm also
tolJ that.Lul.e's TeUmOll With hIS Dear OIl' Chum Blggs lUst before they set oif for
the big fight wilh the Death Star Isn't actually the tal.e whICh ""'as 1Il the ongmal
pnntofthefilm,whlChseemshLeabLZarrethmgtoch.angE'lIIrestoratLOfl

2) New bits: not good at all There seemed to b\o bLlS of CGI ""hKhIooL amateunsh
now and wl1l1ooL It.'1T1ble an a roupltol vears' Urnt', and mostly m'iohed hhle
aeatureshoppulgorfIJttlllgaboulml't"stOredlong-shotswhereSOlTlt'Olll'otll'JOUSIv
thought there was loo much sl.y Of buddmg m the frame Whatever Lt was the
StomItroopm were ndang (My, everyonE' kr,'es dll105aurs now, don't they?) Wl'r!'

\'ery awkward,and so was the Stonntrooper tryUIg to gttolfone (seest1lls,abo\'e)

3)E.nh.ln«dJch.lngedbits:thepnnt~e¥identlybfmtoudledupandsp«t'

IooLs betttr, but a klt 01 the f\teM'" shots 100L even more rndIy by rompansm.
Darth Vadtr's sp.cesIup-cMes along the Death Star In'nch actu.llly k10L Irn
Impre'i5l\~, and Ican't woo. out If It'S becausesomtthmg LII tho5escmes~ been
changed, or b«ause nothmg~ bfm changed but other films wluch npped It off
ha\~ SInCe dooe I1 bettn The "plosions ha\'e hem mhaM'd qUIlt 9.grufirAntly omd
IooL n-ry good.. but areb.tslcall)'5l-'Tutnploslons btcause that's the way they do
thmgsnow

Because Il..new there were some changes Istarted looking for them when> they may
nothavttXLStt'd: I had thLs vagut fttlmg. for example, that Luke took two runs at
explodmg, the Dtath Star, usmg tilt rarg~g computer the fi~ time IThat's h{ll[ll
rtrll(lt1btr 11 too, - Oris], ~r Video version also oo.Iy has the one attempt, though,
so maybe I'm confuslllg hLm with someone else - or maybe, several edil5 ag1l,
someonedeoded thatthere',s a difference betw~ .sus~ and slOWing down the
denouement. The best genu.me change, in my opmlon, whICh could rail mto any of
thelllreecategonesabovl.', tsaglonOtl5SllOtofMos ELsley as the Falron takes off,
panning out over the spaceport as tlley zoom up into thc.sky. If that's an exampleof
what they could aehieve wIth all the stops pulled out, It makes some 01 the other
tWiddles even more dlsappomtmg. I hope they don't repeat some of the unfortunate
changes With Em/IITt,whlchofthetTilogylthLllkLstheclosesttobe!ngareallygood
film already.

There are also some bits whIch they could have changed but didn't good bIts like
thtlmpenal StormtrooperbangLIIg hIs head on the nsing door, and bad bitsilktan
appalhng pIece of cOlltlnulty with the R2 unIts when Luke and hi5 unclt are buymg
thedrOldsldldn'tnotLCl'ltonthevldeobeforebullt'sdefinitelythere,andontllt
blg5Cf/.'('l'1 It'sreallyobvlOus(orlS,po5Slbly, a longersllol). I can't work out, what
With all tilt edlhng and enhanCIng that was gOlllg OIl anyway and has alleildy beI>n
done acouple 01 times mthe past five years, why no one has ever dLgltally removro
tht'erroneousR2unLt

511/' WdTSstdlplaystothestrengthsofthtanema,tvenLllthl'wlde-screen\'erston
ona largeTV,therearebltsyou can't see properlywiudl do look a iotbetteron the
b1gSCIMl,lwasparncularlysurpnsedbytlltsh0rtnes5ofthecJe(hts-thesedays
t'\'tf)'OOl'who~ LIItht VK'IIUtyof IhestudJOsem\Stoget men\Qled, but 5111'
W.n t'Io'ldently ""ent for the I1'Iln1nulist approach and It makes lilt wonder how
many peopItareaetually uncrethted.

Theconsensusaft!rwardsseemedtobt:Il'sgood..butltrouldomdshouldhavtbem
a kltbetttf Ifyoo want lose! 51l1r W.n Lll thennema again. it's obvtosuly worth It
smct the film 1llI51l" bfm dlangtd beyond all rmtgJUbon. If you'vt nevtr seen It,
now would be a pod IuM - Lt'S still a klt better than many cl. the p5a1do-sf
tffect-kststhat turn up thesed.1ys,lfyoo \.:now It so wdl that you psi want to look
out for what they've changed. you're posslbly VftY sad and may get bored,

~CC"IR'8nIltyJ9'J7

11a'lksils.no(ot""'~tomSfXaslltwasrthscrneztJtw~U5lrrowabIxA

"'pres$j:I"emet'ellldgelltlgll5r1il_.



Special Offers From ITA to 8SFA Members

lSnedherSlldyglllllllCI'lCIfSlrdy~Crossgem

as ow-:I klllDed gem, •~ elements oIlMUsy.
IIorrOfOf$Cl8l"QboI'I,W"''4I)'I'lgdegees.llJIuses
""'lIIarelaMly~·lI\PIfl" .. ~is\ll,l'bIieIlhaI

ItissipsrreamCU'lllnle5lOprawleuswilh1llernostbW"9.
chaIengrIg.t:lJllI1lIedgeWO't".

The hl sDy. "O¥O'lll Aboul NdiledlR' by Marbn
Simpson.isabeautJtlJlyllldinlateda1dalledilgtalflaboul
lhell'lll5ic io1a1ltWlgs. and isworth1lle priceollhe magame
alooe,RidlCldge(s"QIWealtlerS!gnsandAbsolulion'eanl
K.eepllplheslar.dard.thoogl-ifsaIlorro-Yiglellethalrti1ds
Ike anextrad frcrn a larger-work, 0, which CO'llellperllapsh
meaning would unfold: here. ~ just seems nke a random
Ii'eam.Orpemapsl·mjusl$\\lpid.OOlerS1ories-tromJustina
Robson. AlIen As/1!e)'. James M~. srnon AWlfy, NeiI
WiliamSM&rldConradWliams-VlJ'f~1helM-sllWo

i'lqJality.ttloughlhere'sllinletoomuchsmaliJess
preelOU$Of$SlIbolAsomeolthewriling.Butlhey're"
readable.andO'ltlllllsherooper~ismorelhanwet3l1._-

.W~WiRlsIO~t.'hIllQarld1!l •
1IlOfI8Y'.lftwllpSare ... crderGellllblObnea1dsee
how. shcUdbtdcn. Scrap most 01 tltc:oku Saaprnostof
1Ileartwot. DeIelelllUhMoIyalyalkns. Saap1he
et.... ficlJon(you'rell1l1lil1r-ed!~.WOlll~who'fOl.l'

au<iena!1$:l'iileten?T"igIIfS?Alilts?rsalC1M!he
jUalat1lle1llOl'Mlt.

What Reailyll ~does'-.I.IIdilnatiy.ls
en1I'I.lsaasm and a will0 pIA i'llhe twd 'IfOI'1I nlCMW)'10
create I me (I know whereoIl speak). BIJt 1IlIiI1'OU'W got
somelting to say. lhal IIJS1 a1ll1 enough.

AlbfdoONj2IA4,36pp:sampifcopy£3nc.~p,£1010l"

I~I

albedoone.2PostRoad.lI.Isk.CoDo.lblln.lr~

Email.bhry@iol.ie
·I<Mled;I(),eisaralherele9ant·lool\lng-ttloughwholyset
Slll:Ssed. boohlSs-lrish me dMlled 10 si. fl/1W'fand
Ilorro- and 15 ed'led by BrenaanAyder ~h.alamixmudllb

"~.wMstones.ll1Jdes.rtYltWSandl1l ...sThe
IISl'*lllpartlCUlltyimprlSSM!1helwe'WlSIlJelih.aveh.ad
.klkan May. J. G. Balard.CMBarkef T«lYPratchett.PIl ALSO RECEJVED /ft/IItlIIOtI does nor precbde a *AIIlI
CIli;In LosMc:Masl.!Il,pd.KinNeomlan.~ -J
c.,olCA*'lGreerQnd,NrrtIkCa!Uy~Harnsa'l1IId. Psychotropt'((~Ileedl,~,56flIl:l:210eaen.bJlor

"'hlilS$Ol!.~GilscnThn.... aonesf\wOlrom £1.501
InsIlwnlefS~sorne/f'WIeWSwtIct1CXUClp8l"Np5lioWllha Flil6,11~~IlIrto.meW«eesttr.WR37LG

IoudImo-eblle·nbie.n:laplwMt-.oIrt!!lQ1On5lipS +"Slonesolpsye!'dogcalllomlf(as<:JAlll5edlOGtht.
n1llebi"OlessofpJlislleB.penonaIy.rdwelalmeabll supernIllnI.ocn.l&~madloYeandSlneaism·

::=';::..!:.~~~:: nwLw.((M.6Opp,t2.1S.£1Okrkvl
whenddsfpadlmnabMnatmaism?Trydls'ldonl ~3AJPres.s.1J Kully lArtle. MelIln, Isle 01 Wrt.jC,

Iril'OUlbecisapporUd. +Ge-oeraJsi zroe.MdeI(Ilt.l..k:MHinisat;hl'ldear
ThtThildA/letMtireff(AnOfCox.M,6Opp:l:2.1s) apocaIypse ... s1,panJoISleYe~stisKwyol$fpoelry;
TIAPress.st.larrinIL.Tle.WiIctIam.EIy,Cambs.. Cfl621.B EQJl-ardJames and'" Boays(lllwirlOpten sllIO¥Iis.
Tel. 01353 m931 ficlJonIromNealAsl'«,CtrisBel,BruceBoslort.RTysH.
+TheT1W'dAltema!IYIstraddelt.esmallpresslltJri1es.OcIlri::~PI1Wabh:rwiewlofbooks,

1lI'0!1SSIOfIIIgap.andW(Wla6ntisllFantal,Award~yNf fi'rlS81c,LOIdslortad.narealbargal1desFi!ebelowi»'r
FoIowng this !he m~zint was relalllC'1ed: ~ Jooks llI'esentatiOrt.

~~e=:~~~;:''''';a:S~:'=: TQlJclljUpM 31A4, 2pp: tree fOl SAEIlAC. 01" £1.50 fOl 5

~~~'iS~:e:/=~~n::~~~haed=!e: ~;~s PrfiS. 13 Hazely Ccmbe. Arreton. Isle 01 Wigll1.

:=r;:l~da~~~:n~!%~~'::~ ~:~and~
reatysllouldllave!leefl9VlJ1 moreprOlTllnerlCt Dragon'. Brellll 37(M. 2pp;Ir"forSAEAACj

~.=~e~=~IlO~Iook':= ~SUSJAJP:ess. 13 Ku., lArtle. Mem.lsIe 01 Wwjt.

aulilorClYl5Kenwor1lly(adNdnngerklfWUn G<bsIJI.lO +l.b'nNysmJl.pressrewsandcapsUeleYItwli.l\jol·b'le
I'JClgebyl'lSphoIOl,apMloioolJaSMHulslar1Wor1l.and ~·slliosyncraCles-l'Isrt!'WllW$readikeVane#)'hIadi'les
SOlI'.. edlonalma!!l!la1d~TlweltellOrt!'WIIW$ ~.---'andlree.
TTA·sedilc:NlsaysllS'rnIWllINoI .... l5l1li:lJonwtldl -OnsTrmn--------------------,

I

I

Io iJoJal subsaiOoo ~ Zene (""""Iy (8) and The TIWd A1lema'" ~10J. ~us The _, I

=~~=;=:5~~~:~~~~~~t.sI I
o ThePlanefSuitebyAnanAshleyal£4.99 I
o The T1irdAJtemativeplus ThePlanefSuaeal£2.7S+£3.99: £6.74 (save (1) I
OFoorissue5Ubscri~loTheThirdAJIernaffveplusThePlanerSuifeal£IO+£2.99" I

£12.99 (save £2) I
All prices inclusive of postage and packing, I
Please tickoneandsendto With your payment to:l: TIA Press,S Martins Lane, Wilcham, Ely, Cambs., CB6 2LB I

dkC~"'~~'::~~~~"~ - - - - - - - - - -'''~~ :

r-10tAndl'Col.,f,S.36WiIJbscrlplIo'llllforlc.v-. z.
';:A~5Mnl5L.n.~e,.Cnbl,CB62lB "'nery
TII:OI353717931 ......
+Thtmanyancl~~press~¥OUlCI"

eo.r'tyhavt.goodhdlreanl.,rutImg~\Ill'IIen.,

lI\ill)'CIIt1tlomtlMgtnl!onklprdes.sloNlfllbkatron The
dcn.-.d~rnrrmak!lTllI'ley'-rteIl!leIdotle

WlW5-ancl~~-r.o..:lIlebeslCIIlhemn

..,goodrdlled.~lhe·Qldelolhelnclependenl

Press kttJyCc-lsSlll~nglouyZ-lSpre!lyrov;h

mermaI'j'OIJhlIytwnllng-or~-ambdlo'l5

h.twnplSlOl)"ow:le.fUIandl;tlbcal_C11ItotS/flal
P"5Iscent.~""Yde&Itelylromlhepol1otWlewollhe

~IlfCoveragelS~.bul«JlC8l1lJ'il~(rllhe

U!C. aI types 01 matets are catered Iof. but tt."1 a
lJ'edQn\l'laraol51,f.ntasyandhMOfpubicalJOllS. Thett'S
marllelr.ews,regulartyupdaledl;Of'tribut<n'guideh'le${t.ese
are essential). 0NIs d wnq t:(IlI1petitions. notes on how
p.Jblicalionsdeal with submlssions {and wal'llings oturv&llab!e
Ilalepa~cnes) .•ssaysarlllartides.andC(lllioosandvery
lhoro.9lreviewsTheBSFA'sownFocvsconcentr'lesonthe
wnIJflIlprooess~selI.andM'lleZerwldoesOCCl~Iy<:oY9l

Ihisa~ollu1llorshlpllSma.,!t'l'uS1~lowardslhe

IIIlld'In::s 01 gelbng ptbIis!led: as sudt !he two are
o;rnplemenlary ll'ld~rouikllonej'OUlneedthtOlh!l

The ffiilIUine itsellS clear and allradM, ~ a IiIlIe
IIdII8fenIliled.~pigelookslheSi/lle.Edronatj •• 1Iu
a"'htolread:lMedeatyWl$hesIOSl4JPOI1Ihe$l'l'lal
pressrrlplllatlCSll),bulUI!lMoIprtMdngl5elYlCeD
'/lftIl'JwI~leadtoscrnec:onllit:tsoll"ll!ltstFrom

tle_l\oItseen edWkdfColhanclesSi.olCtljn'lblems
WlhIlCSWldcbO'tlIOna'ldappearslDhl¥ehWllolbolh
Jl¥lIeS TheCl*JClItaown~-whorlCUlel( v
lWeyDF~nPeterT....... -cearir~

Il'OUhM.,fl!treslilalllW!81g. youlfily 5IWd*.IooIt.Z_
ReIIify's.yondl(M.CWa;sla!l:A5.6"PP~.

[195.Jlp P&P dleque$1 POs payable 10 1.lCW-,
t.CW~.82IrCikeRoad.No1on,Stok.on-Trert.

~.ST68J'(

+ls~smbyllsellefllll.9l?Wel.~.II.bul

wt*'!COJPIedWllhamaniftslowl'idlbaldystalf$lNllhe
prwnerea5Ofl-l'ldeed,ltneollheliYereilSO'lSgvtn-fOf
pubishn;lMMlls'Tohope!lAymakllmoney".l'DJtq>ed
5OOllllhnpaillleblllll'l'Anodctnga~aintaocewrthEngiIt1

~aran<!lIlebaSlCuseolt!lecomma,fOfaslart.l'mafraKl

Wagsla~-WsIname~en-hassomewaytogo

What does ~ look ikll? WagSlaH's got a ookluI doe·matm
IJI1tlll" and !le's rd afraid to use rt. The'7J!ftesarelrilormly
awlcl-amal8U05h(o,IheWOl1lsense).crode.0YelbeaIing
Voul'l'Olldel'...tlo1he'(re amngat cttilWl?~ ciItsrIl seem
50 - the extentlle Femdom a1d Condcm caI'IOOn$ ptI(iIde
ton - tu P¥15 0I1t1$ mess WQUId cause the avtra9II
_.,.-dGIOItYOIl'l4I'fherevecbmilcrad<er"'/C*a.
nolewnbldellOl.91 lObe lll1ny("Dldl'OU hn lSlClabcl«the
emnenIlI'd'IHoIl:9Sl?lbareerwas ... fUIlS'1 There"
lI\ICQI'ilIesaeru ThertlSlic:banlo~l.JoneIFat'IIl'ope

blJstITherelS l'.:l~llPHerestoesmol""8tJ'nn;J

Oe5reTolM'bJOMl~

ITnsQlld.So¥efyQlld.ToocddlDrlilelOelJSl.?1T1Iad
been socold.$01Cy-«*:I1or5ld'lablgtrne.So-r...
NcMlTbeplklWirtIl ITgoIWIIll'* ITgoIverywann, IT
nsWirtllloramttmtl.SoV«'fshon.
tt.l1T"klcooIoramore.ITWlScooI.~cdd

ika bItort.1U nol Wa'l'lI eiIheI IT was cooIlor along
lint. SoYfrf long. So very very long.
rt.llTgoIWirtIl ITgoI-.rJ1lI" fTgolverywa'lIllTgoc
..,.verywaml fTwasholSo...ery1'lol:

AAd$Oon THsisnaimpl"OYedbyeilCllOCQJrl!llel!oI"1r
beI'lgpYlled"'l:lr9lI red. SCmeoneWytwn a the5MIS.,....

Tl'IeIe's an Id IOf Wagstalf's material auned at ""'eu
rEam money io1 your S!lire bme, and maybe ~ your IKl
prol~~makt~l'OUI'prolessionlwhichWlClOOesan

IIlbliJsIWIg'Gudi! to CfNting Aeader'sLeners' Appatently
lh&se~ 'are belnp SIlapP&d 141 by many prolewonall
semi·proIessmaIwnten.·Passtlesalt



~"2'

-events------------ _
14·16 Nov 1997: NovBcon 27
TheI997NoYaconIllOYtSOlAol~tolhedl!lVere

ANw'fHowlltlGrN1t.ta/Yem.Gueslls~F.HamltIon-.l

~ .. E25riApril
mI4Pa1~Lre.~.Weslt.lidan;ts"DY98SS

6-8 Feb 1998: Decadence
Thlle'dh&tlshf1ll(IfIl'USieI~~theFonePoslhouSl

HoIil.Gitwd.RegiShlionisa.wrenlly£24.
0TapFlal, 11 EwWmRoad.CIlellenta1t.Gl522M

10-13 April 1998: Intuition
ThlI998Wlerc:onlilhe~RMsHcUlilMnheslef

GueslsConnieWlil.IanUcOonJld.:lMlrtnTudot
MI!rnbIntlpl$£28.[IS~NoleMWIdlna.

~~IWM!lleyWZJ.~Beeches.St.mr.SMS

* IIlTUITJ(Il,~f.daoo.CO.llk

*bttp,/llNII.iSt.CUI"c.llk/-acb/1DtllltlDII/lDlult
IO~_llIl!u.btIl

21-24 Aug 1998: The Wrap Party
Celetx-attlheeonct./slotlalBat,ttn511lhRadssonEOlorian
HoIil. HNhtJw. lcIndon.. Ca*med psIS are J. aictIMI

~bet~~:'d:::::=.
Memblrs/Ip ri l!le 1997E~ IS £liO rnstihenl sdene
~1.lRIer17shillpnoe.lI'Idlsl2slr"Roomrates

£4(lpppn'll!e.E42$Wlcb.till! or r-. W IWlWge.
~TheW:apParly.POIlol505.ReDlg.FliI7Ol

*Tllellnpputy,bllpln.eo.llk
*bttp:llwv. bilplO.CO.llk/TtlellrapParty

18-21 Sep 1998: Discworfd Convention If
(AltIlormabon~:ct.ii-&l'}Thlsec:cndCl;lrJYerUln

dI!Ivoledloalllqs~takesplaceallheAdelp1Holel

ilUverpod,lIIIIh~I'IcWrIg~.:Io.ve""".do P08ol:ll86. Coldleslff. Essu.C028TY

2·6 Sep 1999: Auss;eeon 3
TheWCIlidaInvoesOOwnlllder,GveslsGeorgeTlIrtIef,Greg
Btnlotd,BructGI""pie.tdember:;ijpisll40IUSI
GlUKAgeN::MarlilHoare.45 TiIetuslRoad, Re.alirlg,RGIm

27 Dee 1999·2 Jan 2000: Millennium
5etilthe~milenniu:n(ayearearlydyoUreapedamlalthis

con,lotler.elcl$Clf'l\/!WlIereinroorthemEIIItIllll.probatiyIheUK
01 a8eNe!.YI coorlrf, £100 ll9l'year. 10 be ded.ldedlrom me
~tualmembefsllipCOS1

mMak:olm Reld. 186 Casewidl Rd.. West Norwood, London
SE27052

28 May 1997: Arthur C. Clarke Award
SoenceMJ5elI'Ilnm.tiononly.

28 May 1997: BSFA London Meeting
TlusmcJllh'smfttl'lljJl$elInee1led I1Je 10 Ihe dish WlltIIlle
Cla~Award.

5 Jun 1997: London SF meeting

24 Jun 1997: BSFA London Meeting
ThI~l$DiinlWynneJcnet.

4-6 Ju11997: Nexus 97
Medaa:mrionJltheFOIlePosllouseHolli,&srd.Gunls
~.IeMiler Helrielt (Tret x~. Jnon Cafter {BiltI)twl~.

RidlardAmold(TIIlII~JohnF/1IImInrran
~).[42membershp,[IS~mlIImenl$d*llt

J'faia.Nln-pn'l.~

(!JNe.ws91.26 .... ~HlrtieId,.IlnslaI,BS79f'O*~UllS@~UCOll.l!aoo.CO.llk

11·14 JuI1997: The Afffance
Iolap'Bab)twlSc:onJlIleHi:wtlr1!dl~HcUl,!Iadlpx:(n.

enormous pst ill I'lClJdes: J. lIdIIII StrIctynstI .-:'Id
1I'IllI'IlbnIpl$£70.
(!JThlMint:e.141WIfd!n~e-.,IsIarx1Eswx.SS8

'"18-20 Ju11997: Convocation
Thl!lli1ILhc:onCOTllwledWllhh!llIil1Sh~l"'5IglIlllf

Cl:IlM!rDlrLVen.oel$HewH"t1~WldlhegueSl"

SlephenBru$l£20lelJSlrIliOI'I.~lUllberslfelmtedlOlllO

GlCorMlcabon.I9Upha1Road.t.nDlldge CBI3HX

25-27 Ju11997: Voyage 97
Thl!seconcIVor¥tltJe&llomr6"SN~lWdat
&'le NcJIoUtI. Anmel Gate. ShelIiekI 'WonOerfIA lriIrdy
~ epsode$. d$a/ums, CO$b.ITIt pilly. WI'I1erf
~,M!ibrary.·lluInodetaisol~leS,llIIlG'llIIIleI

0V~97.15h1ersCo.lt.Eleter.~EK2il()Z

3-5 Sep 1997: LoneStarCon
The ~l!l WOl1dslC«lWl1tXlntl Sin MIonIo. Ttxas Guests
indudl!lAlgi$BudlY',MiehHlMooreodl
o PO BoI 27277. Au. TX 78755·22n. USA
*lsc2,IO.COM
*http,l/lNII,IO.COM/-llc2/
UKagerd ~ket.b.21HamplonAoad,WoreesterParll,Sooey.

KH8EU

5·7 Sep 1997: Festival of Fantastic Films
TlveedaysoISJlInfngskJnylllcksaI5acna'5Hot~lnt.lin<:htsler
Reg.SlratlOtllSl451£55Irom1,i.;lri1)
W55ooAnMesneslteldAoad,Sattord,Mardlesler Ml3QP

25-28 Sep 1997: Masque 5 BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS

~~;;:"'lhe£20~:'Yl~y~~'Ir~~' 14·15 Mat 1998: Corflu
Host~aa:o:nmod1ilion£25WPtl VlIIlCll$fans~lanSore!lsenarodLSanEdward5are

m35lYel1eyRoal1lia~.Wesl~.B633EP ~;a:::nl:a=~~~L~1t:
230et·2 Nov1997: Coaeheon GoiIfinHoltlinl.eeds ~is£25(S40).androomsllft
Coadlll'9S1l1f1lflQtll.ondon,YIIPOltmWJOn,IOEl,Xo-Ocloeonil E25pppt.
Ireland.~bacllIOLOl'llbIIorIheWcrt!FanrasyComtn1x:n m1WoodsIdI!IWal<..Hamion,ML371fY
IDSAfOt2xIRCslO6"AichbomtTerrace.l.ondon,SW81~ 2000: Worldeon
24-27 Oct 1997: Euro-oOctocon ·97 ChIC19O~$10.

ThlI991E1ncor1.:1k'e1nl'snalJOnalslc:onarnllnecl.Thl! IDPOBoI642057.CI'Icago,""606&I,USA
Guesl.alHlnoi.rISRoberIJonbn.f\egIsb"abon(fIl1IoeCIlro'n *bttp:1I1.conl.worldeon.ocg/ww/Blds/blds.bal

~:"~~~~t1~on h! ltaj. 2001: Wor/deon

:::..=~.~ '97., Onm-nl-f'lllf'll PiI'k, ~a:~~I.lAOI101-0205.USA
*~h~s!:'tcl.le *' bttp,lIworld .nd.eo-/-sbusky/b2001.htIl

*http,/-'a:rogant.ltc.lcl,le'OctOCon.ht.l =.~~.Roddedge.PAI!Kl45
31 Oct-2 Nov 1997: World Fantasy Con- * lOOlfqber.eo

:~:nh!C8l!~alIIra1lSluller'Slha.olilJfldIheWFC2003: Worldeon
wlbrC2lelnlrogN(wI1dI~e~h!«rUd utC(Scodnl?)T.-uMillpresert
«lItess}.VeruelShllllllaru~HoteI"LonG:lf,.,IDKlMCampbtl.69lilcdn51.l«manRd..York,Y02'YP

~:-now~;jflffbenJbIoMl~bJlhelAA.~~~~~.
mPOIlol31,'M'IIbrNorilY(Wks,YQ224yt =~~~ReiDlg.FliI5AU

oroPOBox 905. EtNss.TX~,USA

: IMPORTANT:
·PIt~tnd:lsfInSAE""'cm~corJIo'ftll/OflS
. EffotIs are made alMSLftI1'le itCCInCyolllJtlt I'liormallm
hM!.bl4chtci"""Jtlta:wMl'/tlOll~boob'l9

·'J'lllIIlIl.OfMowol.,..,.lrislI!ll'Cllnl'ftllU'lSOfll'ffllSpleaSf
lHmeMowalJtlt~1lXh:ss.

·Pleasftner*ln~""'fl'IqIoftIg

'Gufsl:sMI7ll!liI~~"s&4tdalwtri:
..-.","

·SpeaM6'IaIlbal ~re/.ltJgfotd, amo'S/'IH, 8ridgft
W"1Iiinsan.lflt/f$nlllnf.

26 Mar 1997: BSFA London Meeting
TheBSfA'$Iree~rnee!Ing5nheid"hel,fl$liQtoam

altle"'-TMIllonYcri.~Londo1SE1.~

WUISDoJl'l(\~8ncloK-NNrest$l:bln$WMIoo
__~~O"WtsrmsIM~1lqs

SlaI1a1abo1A700p:n.'jOoIgeltlereeiltt-.ltllupslintoam
l$dosed wel be,. fie man b¥ ¥Id,' III cb:llll b la'dardwi
beiblelDpodusQAlOjOoI MeelngsnopenlOlIl
(!JPNHoodonOI621116440IaIUiwriormallon.

28-31 Mat 1997: Intervention
TheI991El5leRXll'\,l1emlId-...l~·verJJel$

IlleAoelproHowlltlI.mrpoalGuesu ..eBriwl4ldlu0ctztill
BIIlIei~I.anglOld.-:'ldJonBingThefelrlno

OII-lIlMoofmemblrsllips.
0her¥non, 12 ero..stuy CloM Emsworttl. twd$ POlO
ns
7 0123<1376596* l~terYentlon'~pey.d~.co.~k

*bnp:llds.dlll.plpex.ea-j.loerv•. tecb/loterven..~
3 Apr 1997: London SF meeting
Venuedlilnging-_pl9fI. .k.tiIHh...-nonYorkRoad,
I.tnlO"l SEI. berween WaterIoo.nd WeslIIWI$l@f Bridges.
tondonCi'de'meeli9iarelWdonlhetnlTtusdJyileach
I'III:dI.JndusudySlJ/'lJboulSpm.Nosp8ClJl--.lSbulvw:y.......-mJuSltvrnupl

19 Apt 1997: UnConventfon 97
The iL"IllUaI FOtlNIl Tll7lts CCX'IYMtlon at !he InSlJtute aI
E~BedotdWay,London.Las1ye.r'lwasr_edVJ

Ma!ri.l'l?J,
mUnCorwentJOO97,POBoII46.GlasgIIW,G15RN

23 Apr 1997: BsFA London Meeting
The gvest is Colln Gretnland

1 May 1997: London SF meeting
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1001753771078
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Cressel EItibIIlon Ctntre. Brllllon. PeterborClJltl,
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!D01~2163n
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GeneralCllrM'llIon~htHarlogile~Corl.1lOl:e
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guesl 01 honour al
fuis year's easlerco~

power
and

possession

octavl'a ebutler \98-1 and 1985 should have been bre,lkthrough years. She was attra(hng mainstream
I "'''"'''' wl'h 'I,w," (19"1, ,,' w'" wnU" Ib,,,'. <h, "mm,," I~", of ",,'

Amrriol1l Littlalurt Forum, alongside Samuel R. Delany. "Bloodchild" won both
Nebula and Hugo awards. and "Sp.."'IXh Sounds" also won a 1984 Hugo. But her
double win was edipsal by a certain white, mall' auth.or called Wilham Gibson and
Nturomllncrr.'NhilstBuller'sworkshavebeenwadasreprl"Sellhngthedifferenccs
both racial and gender-at the hearl of America, Gibson'snovels became caughi lip

~oli1edby in aZeitgeisl whicherascd differcnccs and posiled aglobal culture

andrew rn. butler ~~~u;~hl~!tll~1 ~~~;7a~:)~ s~~~~:~~~:~ed~lI1mi~=:~~~~et~;~~ed ~~:
which. sweeps all others before it Cyberpunk. with its huddled ASian masses and

r
HERE'S AN !MAGE o/the nohonal sf reader: white, male, twenty-something going Rastafarian zombie clKh6. stands implicated in a p!'(Uliar type of racism.

~;e~ir~eela\ ac:~:;~~\~~onp~~~~~~~~h~t:~~~re :~:ena~~nsw~~~~~: I have already noted, in Mitrix, thl' words of adelegate at 'Speaking 5?ence Fictillf\',
thirty.somethmg going on thirteen and straight (honest, guv). Whilst in the who suggested that Butler was only of mterestto southern Calif?mtal\, poh~ca!ly
1960s and 70s women wnters became noticeable (refusing to rude behmd corroxt hIppIes. and that wc should go away and research/u/"IlS5/C Park and Its Ilk

mihals on some cases), the genre is overwhelmmgly white, One of the exceptions IS mstcad, Yes, one IS at the margms and OIle .IS the central, donunant odture; but the
Oetavia Fstelle Butler, whIte, male cnhc spoke from a positIon of hls own power. Butler has th.rngs to say to

Aincan·Amencans. females, and even white, male, twcnty·somethmgs, As she
As a woman and an African-American, Butler can be considered as alien twice over, herself says: "I began wnhng about power, because Jhad so little:'
althebollomofthesooalheap.Bomon22june1Q47I11Pasadena,Cahfomla,she .
was ffiucaled at Pasadena College and then California State UniversIty. 11 was in the It remams to be seen whether she can oontmue to claim this. In 1995 she was
197& that she came to prominence, as a product first of a workshop taught by awarded a "Genius Grant"· by the MacArthur Foundahon: 5295,000 over five years
Harlan Elhson at the Screen Writers' Guild of America and then a Clarion It rrught ~el,1 free her to take more nsks. Certamly s~e WIll work as hard as ever Thl'
Workshop, A senes of novl'ls followed _ the 'Patternist' sequence, starting with work ethK IS at the heart of her phIlosophy of wnling: there an: three thmgs to
PaJtmlmastrr (1976) and ending With CIJry', Ark. This is an impressive history and forget about. First, talent. I used t.o worry that.1 had no talent, and It compelled me
future history of po"'·er. psychic powers, possession, Slavery and oppression. This to work .harder. ~nd, mSplrahon. ~ablt wlll.serve you a lot better, And third,
fear of possession was to obsess her before her visit to the Peruvian jungles to ImagmahOll. Don t worry, you have It.

research the 'Xenogenesis' books. In Hpamcular :~e was afra.id of bl~-sucking A widespread and appreciative audience - and the praise heaped upon T/l( Parablr
lIlsects.Toexofascthefear,shewrote Bloodchlld ,pubhshe<! mA,tmotl '1Il 191)4. o!,hrSmlJt,-can testify to Butler's abundance of the latter.

- eAndmv M. B~tltr 1997
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COMPETITION 124: "AUSTRIAN ARMIES" r----=cp,-,"-'''-"d,..'"C"ll,-''-'",..·,,-,-,I:~~~IB;~r:.~~~~
~~m~d~~~~ISta=:I~ft=:~':~~ togttl~withQny ~~~~~~~~:.~
dJffffi'f\tlettrr comf':t~~o:S:t;SJ:r:~lCt. ==~~:=""':::WIfl"~G

~~bi:.=~ Roger Robinson ~s:.:~=~S:,~~ ~~
All i~l yoo llave to do IS give lhl." plot synopsis of a 75 Rosslyn Avenue diSCUSSIOObadlrlFetwuary, bulAJepn wislesslhanamuSfdwherllle
weI1·l.nown sf or fantasy book in a vt"lWof Sl~ or more hnl'S. Harotd Wood, Essex lleardVltlythll aromalwas caDed'DolIy', hwudo"ledtrom mammary
Ifl which each hne's words start with a differ\'l1t letter The RM30RC tiJ5lJt, arid thefefore lhe IM geoetiQsts named ~ altllf . yes. Ms
lettmdoo't n«'d lo!leronsecuhvt". the cholCc 1$ uptoyOll by Pal1«\lhewell-ll.nc1wntop-neavyc:o.wury$lllQl!r
The usual Fiver to the besl entry, lfyou wanl you can subnul Friday 25 April 1997 n.1$.lsoenll5l$haveil5leadoltunc:u.~enltt
~manymtneslSyouh"ebulonlyont'pl'I"author,p1 ..ase. ::::;==lSkJ~f1nIgIhe5~llliluItJ

RESULTS OF COMPETITION 122: "HE(A)RD OF ELEPHANTS" Pno:'91.dndI'lI996. Thel.hseenLmesitt· .
As.hglltlydlSappomhngnumbtrolentnt'S,butofafaJrly Iugllstandard tllroughout Topvt a t1ivourol SmMf..&ISlI{Gi1on.~tloMfrl:1hec:tytJ~

the entnes I gl\'t you tht>followmgsmaU ta1t: ==~;:-'liItlidl~u-sq C1laIInge qw book IS
lnlhellypMnuetJfCllll~a6'tl:str.tta'lalBSFAA6lIrlisITIb'Slriedtoorgat»SfadiSClJsskn~a UnwilardysMlMt{QMn'$,&/fasI):'Er ... the~desade?'
mo/IIItllio/C)fIfrpunkalJl/lot$andadumgtJf5ci/ltl/Q/ogi$~,bulwerefoile<lbyismea'tJfllorrorrlfl$andi Ahem: SU'~ that's me 0bsctM~ Challenge? An
li'scMIo/IIA'f5whoprelerrvdtowatchaba"let>elweMi lXlSyo/ti/1mandajallll/o/tigers UOOelSlandable coo!usion,ltIouVl we stlSjleClltler.'s some

In spite of a brave tJy by John Ollisto innuence tile judges with ", shinmg~fBSFArommlll"mtm/t!'~",the eJ&ggerationr.thereporl$!hatlortllSnextbook-l1J'TIouredtobethe
pnzegres toTheo Ross with (among olhen) a lwbmct 0f1u,lltdoJtors; a gmllt ofK"'guyks and a$llugg/to{ tabledl30Dly:srJ~-MrPIalChett'lllillbeholllngbfancing

Na:gul.Oostbehmd (sorry, but ooogar) Wt'n'WayneStamford and Peter Rfdfam. $IS.$IOl\SlIIWit~·$bookshop$iWOISIdlhe«Ullry

RESULTS OF "THE ULTIMATE" COMPETITION "F=Iasl.~ One Unglonl swooned and aJl!IlIleM!d.
A seIcct ft¥o. "ultunale Chnstmas prestnts- Wtf\' suggesttd andudLng The U!tunate Pot Pbru for John •Mr SECI/£T Un ~ t»y. h _ ;.rst~ Inuy W!ftIf

Wyndharn and A I.afetJme AchIevement Award for UoneI Fanthorpe (for semres to er1teTtammenlL but cturq out the riogIes.1liJ al~. 5he s/Yugged 011 tIu /uTIOun
theWUUltrwuSttvePalmerWllhlhefollowmg ~iOdbecime .aIlrUsyWlller!UnattribuIabIen.rnc:u

!woJcl1"'<>-WdfehfsveryOWllpefSOOitlabymlh.llwWdbelar9@,madeolgrarule.iI1I.1wou1dbeOl'1StVefat sugoesls lhal Robin Hobb and Megan lindholm may no! be

t!!'l~S anO hewooklbe a1lOweO le keep ~ at !!le Dollorn 01 his garde!l or on COlTlmOl'1land. I wouldgrve him this be· ~~~TROUBLE Ni w~1 as bugg~ up C,aslllaSlI$.$\lt! and
cause tht tabymth would be socun.'Wlg'y<8grled!!lalhewooldbeWl1eJost 1l'I$tde, posSlblylO1'@Yl!r-andlhushe eon'9T9a tar~ rulIbet' 01 rnair9sto a blade holenol too Ill' Irom
....wIdcometoMowltlelt\lSlratlOnlt\alheha$W1Slte<luponhl$le9OI"SoIamurE!'srmrlhelast~oldecadts GUicfO"d, BSFA 9""'*ls marqell AlIliI's ptJlchine abol..I ftbbles

Runnen-upwere~tarie&:Pelff Rodgm wIth Iigure beilg a"sou'aI tJ COOSCIrltrxmrNffS'{ SelI,!he ligl.ftis a
APackolTtneMarsBanIolKinStMllryAobrlson(orapKkol~8a'l.~wecanQlsornellllalled CI3lIWftandtushlslObe!he_tJ~aboutamtatU.

StltUnJ«YruFnlwtdlerK"l:lnlmheE~\ATqcn-e Cl\, pIeasa)'lll.nel, In a sriar _ we tecalI obiaa'les 01 tie
fxhrectlvt'SaropyofDaV1dPnngle·sUlllllll1ltEn~"o{SomaFidl(ln,cou.rtesyolCultonBooks. qJiWlJn~whosec:orrixAJonlOtlelield"$ImlNSlnble.

RESULTS OF COMPETITION 123: "DICK IN A HAYSTACK'" :.s~coAd~~ repAriorI. ~ a gDIosl whose
As Il?pected there were a large number of enmes, but only five of you got all 38 titles. Videos of 5m'IImrrs . SHArHER STINKS _ 0FRcw. AIeged ador and aUlhor W"lIIilm
- courtesy of Columbia Tn·Star Video - go 10 Baroara Davies, John A. Spencer and A, Thomas, with £S Shllnt!'w;l'; 5pl1Y9d by a 51wnk rec&1try after rlJnning kover. OrW!l3
book tokens for Nigel Panons and Paul BiIlinger. There were also five who each rrussed one hilI', so if rt a aitic? AA'ftIay, after ringIrIg!}!l9 ls,q and being told to go away-
Dave R had spotted ~s IrQ(, Paddy C A 5oI1l111'T Dlrtly, Sue J and Joseph N 5<IIQr L(l/ltry and Jlm 5 M's f«~s. Cap'n - he rewed that one way to redx:e the
VU/OIll'S H,mllll'T we'd havl'had 10 use a bJggl'f hatforlhedraw. $IMlI was klmllO;...ce He proceeded 10 lalhef I'imseII WdII 'gallons 01

HI'fl"stl\eso/ullOll: thesUl'('w!'Id1wtlllUSlasunehe~r.tI$C;Y,iJ$lI'\1;iseJ

hlMJJ..Lnl.Tm,.. TlltPt-SMdaor lWW.,fllfl.l5lY,. e..txPlflHMrr MI>l_T_Slo1 =-u:.~':':::~;::'~ie
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